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To the renowned Gregory = 


chiefe Burgermaiſter of the Caſtle of Clonards, 


Marqueſle of merry conceits, and Grande ¶ aualier amongſt 
Baune companions and all good fellowſhip; At his 
chaſte Chamber ac Dublyne i in Irclande, 

B. R. ſendeth greeting. 


T was my fortune (Sir) 


not long ſince, to trauaile between 
2 Church & Dye-corner, 
beeing ſomewhat late in the Eue- 
t an houre after the ſet- 
ting of the Sunne: and caſting vp 
mine eyes towardes the skyes, to 
beholde the twinckling ſtarres 
B cha had then but newly diſcoue- 
eng, I might ſee — _— w _s — was 
beating of his dogge. Thys fearefull a wonderfullic 
mee, — of ſome — that might 
Nr And I bad not paced many ſteppes, bh 
— path before me, there appeared a moſt griſſie 
vp in a ſheete, his face onely diſcouered, with a 
bak care, and a — written pa 
Ehr bande I crofledthe way . 
e as I could he was cuer- — hw mee, that paſſe I 
t not, vnleſſe I ſhould runne ouer him; I remembred 
my ſelfe how old Fathers were wont to fay,tharSpiritsin ſuch 
2 vntill they were 
f firſt ſpoken vnto and therefore vnto me a conſtrained 


age luke ur vba be what was his — 


to trouble mee in my paſſage ? who aunſwered thus. I am 
(fide he) a Spirite, yet feare thou nothing, for my comming 
is not to doe theeany manner of harme,but to requeſt a mat- 
ter at thy handes which thou maiſt not denay me, for thou 
mult vnderſtand, I am the ſpirite of Robert Greene, not vn- 
knowne vnto thee (I am ſurc) by my name, when my wry- 
tings lately priuiledged on euery poſt, hath giuen notice of 
my name vnto infinite numbers of people that neuer knewe 
me by the view of my perſon, 1 < 


The matter that I would requeſt thee to perſprme, is the 
committing of theſe papers to the Preſic; wherein, becauſe [ 
haue there manifeſted the very drift of mine ou he deniſe, I 

may therefore be the more ſparing vnto thee, in relating the 
circumſtances: thys may ſuffi ſe, nor faile not thou to doe as 
Ihaue willed the. f | | 

Heere · withall, popping the papers into my haud, T can 
not tell what account I ſhould make of his depatture, or whe- _ 
ther I mighe ſay he fle into the ayte, or ſunk into the earth, 
he was ſo ſuddainly vaniſſit out of my fight, but I was gladde 
I was ridde of his companie, and home - wards I went haſtilie 


to my lodging: where calling ſor a night. I began by my ſelſe 
to peruſe ouer theſe. lynes; wherein Ifounde 2 meſſe 
altogether, that I knew not-whar I make G the- . 
he, ere TA bat 


—-  Spycedit was heere and there with Myſt lin a linde of 
graine that is made of Knaue and Rye, mixed bothtogethet, 
pleaſurable it was in many places tobe read and therefore fit. 
teſt ſor melancholie humors. And bethinking mee of my 
freendes to whom I might:commentd it, in the end l reſolued 
of your owne good ſelfe: and the rather finding it to be de- 
lighefull and pleafant, I though it it a fit reſtoratiue to recall 
you from that me/ancholie conceite, that hath ſo long peſterd 
5 your braines, for the loſſe of a Myll. diſmembrecꝭ and thaken 
| downe by the rageof a pelting puffe of winde / but ſuch a 
| paultry tempeſt ſhould: not diſmay a man of your: ſpyrite, 
| when it is well knowne to euery Gamſter, that although the 
| knaye of trumpes be the ſecond Carde at eMac; yet the 
0 N fiuc · finger 
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The Epiſtle. 
fue · finger may,commannde both him and a ther of the 1 


pack. I couldtel v αtaſe ({Maiſtet Gg of an A ſſe h ⁰ 
5 the place where he was firſt foald, fortuned to ſttay 
into a ſtrange Forreſt, and finding the bealtes af that Deſart 
to bo but ſimple and had neuer ſeene the majeſtie c of the Ly 
on, neytſter liaditheyfelt the cruelty of the T. et, nor f ode a- 
ny manner of wayes/beene- Wrong by e pie ions of 
the eopard, the Denelche auf or "yp ottierdeuourinig 
ravening beaſtes. 


„ 4 ( - 


am * > $69 and nor contenting himſelfe with that obey- 
ſance, which had beene fit for an honorable beaſt , and more 
then was due to an Aſſe, would many times take vppon him 
ſome duties proper tothe perſon of the Lyon himſelfe: and 
in tlie end became a notabſe ſheepe-byter, worrying and de- 
uouſing whole flockes of poore ſheepe, that happened with- 
in b 5. precincte or iuriſdiction. 

The Wolfe that had Jayne all this while cloſe amongſt 
the Mountanes, and hauing gotten vnderſtanding of the na- 
ture and diſpoſition of this Alle, thought him a fit compani- 
on for his conſortſhyppe, and combyned with him in ſuch a 
freend!y league, that betweene them the one raking opportu- 
ni flech and ſteale in the night, the other vſing his tyrany 
to rauen and deuoure in the day, the poore harmeſeſſe Cattle 
that iued within their reach, were til oppreſſed. & neuer free 
fro perril, The Aſſe grew to that greatnes that he was ſurna 
med 7 quit 2121S ſuperbus not that T arquine that rauiſhed Lu- 
ererik of her honour, but it was that 7 arqume that rauiſhed a 
Church of her lyuings: and an Aſſe I founde him and ſo I 
will leaue lum. 

A} Perad- 


CS 


The Epiſtle. | 
p are (Ma. Gregory ) you expected a wiſer con» 
cluſion, but what would — ble come from a man that 


hath beene lately ſo ilcarred with ſprites, that he hath not yet 
recouered the right vſe of his ſences : it may be true that de- 
uils are afraid to paſſe by a croſſe, but I am ſure knaucs are 
not afraide to ſtnoude themſelues behinde a Cotidite. You 
may perceiue (Syr) my wits are ſette a wandering,but know. 


ing your diſcretion enough to conceiue my meaning, 1 will 

trouble you no further, but with this ras concluſion will 
bid you hartily farewell. 

Your aſſured freend. 

B. R. | 

| 
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| Heauen and Hell, 


E not diſmaied (my good freends) 


that a deade man _— acquaint yon with 

. — ; newes,fo; it is J,1 per ſe I, Robert Greene, 
WA YI]  Artibus Magiſter, bethat was wont to ſoli⸗ 

T7 cite your mindes with many pleaſant cons 
fit your fancics at y leaſt euery quarter 


the denn A — that 
you might the rather ſe howe willing J am to ſatiſ-fie your 
bumo2s; J haue ſent you heere the whole dilcourſe of my ad- 
__ — — betyve mee ſinte J left the terreſtiall 
very true repozt of my internall trauailes. 
— nd of, but foz the 
truthof — — Gall any where ſtand in doubt, do 
but compare the plate with that golden volume of Legenda 
Aurea, oz with the wozkes of that famed wiſe man Dy; 
Thomas More, in his Booke of Quorh I to your freend, and 
noth. your frernd to me, in his diſcourſe of Furopiz Tho 
canon of ſoules in Purgatory. I pour conſcience be 
pet ſerupeia, and that theſe authentike authozitics will not 
fully ſatiſ ie vou: turne over then to the Remiſh Teſtament, 
and leauing ide Chapters and wo>des of the Euangeliſtes, 
tooke into the nuts inſerted by that holy fraternitie of le. 
ſuices, and that bleſſed bꝛoode of Scminaries, and tel me — 
if you do not ſind matter ſeming moꝛe incredible thẽ any by 

—9—7—ͤů — pet J dare boldly auouch it, (and that 
„ conſider duly of therroanſtances, 
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vou ſhall finde noleſſe cauſe fo laugh af the one he to be⸗ 
leeue the other. Pauing thus pꝛepared your mindes to re⸗ 


ce iue the tertaintie of my diſcourſe, now like wiſt ſette open 
pour eares, and be attentiue to the reſt, foꝛ thus it ſolo weth. 

Then pittiles Death hab ſommoned my ſoule fo leaue his 
tranſitoꝛp eſtate, inſuſing his froſty kumour thzpugh all the 
parts of my body, leauing my bzeathles co2ps a f [te pzay foz 
the ſepulcher,my deceaſed ghoſt wandꝛing now tt and froin 
many obſcure + vnkmown waies, deſirous to find a place of 
reſt, at the length ligbted into a ſtraight and narrow tract, ſo 
ouergrowne with h2yers « bꝛambies, that there! "as almoſt 
no paſſage left, and as it ould ſæme vnto me, did lead vnto 
ſame ruinated place, where all ſoꝛmer trade e tr: fique was 
decayed,the ſolitarines wherof (me thought) was beſt befit- 
ting x anſwerable ta my humo2 : ſo that with great difficulty 
ſcratching thzough the buſhes,it bꝛought me at the length to 
the fete of a maghty Cape Bil, whoſe height J was not able 
to diſterne, but vnpleaſantnes of p path, ltading quer 
monſtrous Rocks: aggy t ill faucured to paſſe, perteiued 
it to be the high to Yeauen, But ſhould J tel vou heere 
the toilc p J had to climbe this Mountaine, with what laboz 
J attained it, how many bzcathings I tcoke by the way bes 
foꝛe I could reach it, what folly J found in my fclfe to vnder⸗ 
take it, and ſhould Z diſcribe vnto you at large howe many 
inconueniences they finde that vnder takes thrs paſſage to 
Heauen, peraduenture J might ſo diſcevrage you , that a 
great number would neuer deſire to come there at al but 
thys J tan aſſure you foz your better te mſoꝛts, he that hath 
a willing minde to vndertake thys trauaile, let hym bꝛing 
with hym a pottle. of that lyquour, which was wont to 
dzinke with my YHolteſſe, at the Redde lattelle in T omoyle 
ſtreere, and hee ſhall finde it moꝛe available in the furthes 


ting of bys journey, mp CASO the Popes 


dons. 
en 'When J was getten vp to the f e of the Pill, after 
that J had a little panted fo2 bzeath; locking fozwatde ouer 


a e greene, (as my high way pp dire ms) Z myght 
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perteiue ( a little diſtant from mee) where two were faſt to⸗ 
gether by the cares ; weapons they had none, moze than 
their bare fiſtes, but with them they laide on ſuch load, that J 
perteiued the one was loath to remayne in the others debt; 
and J ſomewhat mending my pace, when J was come vnto 
them, pzcſently knew them both to be of mine olde acquain- 
taunce, the one Veluet breeches, the other Cloth breeches, 
betwerne whom J had (not long befoze) beene a ſtickler, and 
(as I ſuppoſed) had taken a qupet oꝛder betwerne them foz 
ending ol all controuerſies. But they neuer the moꝛe vppon 
my ariuall fozbare the one the other, but ſometimcs with 
downe · right blowes, enough to haue feld a Bullocke: ſeme⸗ 
time with bobbes at the lippes, able to haue daſht out they? 
teeth: other whiles lugging one an other by the earts, as if 
ey had committed ſome offence in liſtning tw lightly after 
wliſh ſpeches : but Veluet breeches being in the French 
faſhion, with a goodly locke hanging downe his left cheeke, 
vherin Cloth breeches had ſo ſnarled his fingers, that when 
A thꝛuſt in betwirne them to haue parted them, J could not 
pluck away his hand, tyll he had pluckt away hayꝛe and all 
that he had holde on: but hauing once put thein a ſunder, 3 
wild them as they were men to hold their hands, why(qd. J 
doo vou know what you do, oz doo you remember the place 
where pou are 2 Jam ſure wee be not farre from Yeauen 
gates, and if S. Peter ſhould vnderſtand of your abuſe, I 
knowe he would commit you both to the Pozters Lodge. 
Veluet breechcs, who was ſo farre out of bꝛeath that hce 
was not able to ſpeake, in the end, when he had a while well 
bluſtred and blowne, delwered mee theſe wo2ds, 
This baſe fellowe, whom J haue ener diſdapned, and al- 
though in our late contronerſie, by the inconſideration of a 
partiall Jurie, he pꝛeuapled againſt me,ſentence being giuen 
on his ſide, the which J thinke dooth incourage him the ra⸗ 
ther in his pzeſumption toward mee, but J euer ſcoꝛning 
bim, denying him (as he is) vnwoꝛthy to conuerſe with a 
Gentleman of any quallitie oz trayning vp: and as J was 
yerwhiles quyectly, trauelling all alone in a ſolitarie =_ 
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how J might behaue my ſelfe when J came to heauen, what 
ſalutatians J night render to the Saints, with what grace 

J uught giue the Baſeles manes to the Monarches and great 

Vꝛintes that had raigned in the wozld, and what counte⸗ 
nannte J might carrp, beſt beſeming a Gentleman of my re⸗ 

{ putation ⁊ calling,newly comming amongſt ſo many ſtran⸗ 
gers oft al ſozts,amongſt whom J was altogether vnknown, 


and had no manner of acquaintance: as J was painfully and 
| with great difficulfie trauelling vp the hill, ther t other 
like cogitations,this barbarous fellow (whoſe rude training 
vp hath better inabled him to indure labour t toile, than thoſe 
| that haue lyuedia pleaſure & eaſe) was followed hard at my 
1 beeles befoze J was aware of him, which in truth at the firſt 
| made me balfe afraide, but looking back 4 ſeing who it was, 
| my feare was turned into diſdaine, and my llomacke mers 
uailouſly began to ſwell againſt him: but without any man⸗ 
ner of wozd ſpeaking vnto him t kept my way the which be⸗ 
ing ſo ſtraight ( as you know) that there can paſſe but one at 
once, J held him behinde me, till J was gotten vp to the very 
height of the hill, where the paſſage growing moze ſpacious, 
1 he makes no moꝛe adoc at tue matter, but without any wozd 
| | ſpeaking ſteps afoꝛe, t began to hold on his way as though J 
| | had beene but his man, and ſhould haue waited on hun in his 
iournep, the which my ſtomache not able to bzooke, J repꝛo⸗ 
ued his malipart ſaucineſſe; he by and by began to grow in⸗ 
to compariſons, both of my ſelfe and my petegret, when it is 
well knowne that Veluet breeches was neuer leſſe than a 
| Gentleman, and Cloth breeches neuer moze than a Peſant, 
' _- and that 3 haue euer kept company, where ſuch a vaſſcll as 
| he is might be aſhamed to ſhew his face, and therefoze holde ; 
| it in great ſcoꝛne, that he ſhould take the way of me, now tra⸗ 
uelling to fo gloꝛious a pꝛeſence. Cloth den that ſtod 
| all this while with his head hanging on the one ſide, and by⸗ 
| ting of his nether lyppe, aunſwered him thus. 1 
Veluet brecches, touching thy parentage, from whence 1 
thou art deſcended, what thou maiſt claime foz thy gentilitie, 
and how thou maintapneſt thy bzauery, thou knoweſt L 


both from Heanen and Hell. 


beene already ſufficiently diſputed vppon befweene-b# , and 
by the verdict ofa Jury, whom thou falſly accufelt of incon- 
ſiderat partiality)they haue pꝛonounced againſt the, and de⸗ 
cre&de on my ſive, the which ſentence, vntill by a new tryall 
thou doſt ſ&ke to auerre, thou art not till then able to auoid: 
J wil not therfoze reitterate any matter already handled and 
fully concluded, but bzicfly to aunſwere thy paſſed ſpeeches ; 
Thou ſapdſt thou wert halſe afraide when J firft ouertooke 
the , and J belene ther, ſoz J perteiued by thy bluſhing, that 
either thon waſt in doubt of a Cunſtable, that had follows 
ed thee with Yue and crye , oz of a Bayliſfe, with a wꝛit out 
ofthe kings Bench, that had come to arreſt thee : ſoz the 
geneeoſitie thou bꝛaggeſt of, acknowledging thy ſelfe to be a 
gentleman, + accounting me foz a peſant, 3 will deale plainly 
with thee in that: there be ſome foles in deve like thy ſelfe, 
that do cal the Maſter Veluet breeches,4 mee they call god⸗ 
man Cloth breeches but loke generally th;oughal the parts 
of England, and you ſhall ſ& the godman Cloth breeches at 
home keeping god Yoſpitalifie, when Pa. Veluet breeches 
ſels away his honſe,o2 keepes his does ſhut and will not be 
ſpoken withall : foz the compauy which thou ſaylt thon haſt 
kept,wher J might be aſhamed toſhew my face, J know not 
wher it ſhold be, vnleſſe in ſome bꝛothel honſe,foz thoſe be the 
places where thou moſt frequenteſt: wherin thou haſt truely 
ſpok#,foz there indeed J would be much aſhamed to be ſeene. 
Veluet breeches would faine haue replyed, but that J in⸗ 
terrupted him in theſe wo ds, ſaying. . 
r Muſters and very god friends both, J perceiue you 
pre not read al my bokes, which J haue purpoſly put fozth 
foz the benefite of my Countrymen , fo2 if you had but ſeene 
Greenes farewell co folly, me thinkes the bare tytle, without 
turning owner leute to loke further into the matter, might 
haue moued port to this conſideration, that the very ground 
of pour contention is mere folly and flat foliſhnes,the which 
pou ſhould haue ſhaken hands withall, and ſo to haue bid if 
adieu, taking a faire fare wel of a foule ouerſight: and in one 
other ol my bokes, called Greenes groats worth'of wit : why, 
if there were but one peny wozth of wit cqually diſtributed 
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betw:ene pou both, pou would neuer vſe to quarrell, fal toy 
gether by the cares as pou traue ll by the way : blame me not 
my god Countrymen, tyoughj J vie bitter erpulſiues to expel 
paur arolle crr02s,you are trauelling J perceiue to a place of 
bleed peace & quiet reſt, what wold you think to enter with 
malicious mindes: no, the Pozter is circum 
narrowly into mens diſpoſitions. Pou Paiſter Veluet 
breeches, vou are a Gentleman, and you are bꝛauely ſuted 
t gallantly apparrelled, and you peraduenture will loke foz 
pꝛeheminence: but doo you think that either your great tytle 
92 gay clothes will any thing at all ſtand you in ſteede: no, 
fo2 S. Peter will firſt looke into your Scutchine, (fo2 if you 
be a Gentleman you mult ſhewe pour armes, wile pou 
will be pꝛoued but a counterfeit, and thoſe S. Peter cannot 
abide) and if there ſhall be found either in the coate 02 creſt, 
any bloody o2 cruell beaſt, any rauenous oꝛ denouring foule, 
82 any other marke oz token whatſoeuer, it may aps 
peare, that your gentry hath beene aduannced by rape, by 
rauen, by bzibery, by deceipt, by oppꝛeſſion, by extoztion, by 
vbſury,by periury,and to make ſhozt,by any manner of fraud 
and ſubtiltie,you are vtterly vndone, be will locke the gates 
againſt you, hee will not ſuffer you to enter, And you goods 
man Cloth breeches, peraduenture pou vnder your ſimple 
attyze and homely habit, vou thinke to find ſomuch the moꝛe 


fauour: but Jean fell you it will not ſerue the turne, fo: O. 


Peter ſhuts out foztie falſe knaues in a peere, that mm crees 
ping thether in Fryers coates,and Ponkes ' 

J am now to put you in mind of an other of — ACA 
called Greenes neuer too late: O that you had but read oner 
that Booke in time, but nowe it is too late foz me to ſpend 
ſuch withes , and moze later fo2 you to redꝛeſſe your fozmer 


follyes, it reſteth then that we agrar together like friends, 


and trauell together like louing Countreymen: let vs not 
exhibite complaints one againſt an other, fo2 you ſhall finde 
we ſhall be charged with matters moze than we ſhall well 
be able to aunſ were. 

Truely ſaid Veluet breeches, your wiſe perſwaſions pet 


t can loke 
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fo lenelled my chollozicke paſſion , that J am contented fo: 
this pꝛeſent tourney,to adinit of Cloth breeches as a compa 
nion: neither is it himſelfe that J doe ſo much diſpiſe,but his 
meane and (inple attpꝛe. 

And foꝛ my part anſwered Cloth breeches can be ton⸗ 
tented to paſſe in friendly maner with Veluet breeches: ney⸗ 
ther is it his gay apparrell that J find fault withall, but with 
his ſeuerall and ſundzy abuſes. 

Well then (ſaid J) J hope the greateſt part of this quar⸗ 
rel is at an end foz the pꝛeſent, let vs therfoze ſpend no longer 
time with any further diſcourſings, but let vs goe fozwards 
till wee haue likewiſe ended our tourney: agrede ſaid they, 
and fozwardes wee went, and within a very (mall diſtance 
we might perceiue a farre moꝛe cliere and radient light, than 
euer bein tült till that pzeſent wee had beholden, and immedi⸗ 
atly wee might beholde the tops of the heauenly buildings, 
whoſe towers and turrets were of ſuch exceeding bziahtnes, 
that our eyes dazeled, we were not able directly to loke vpon 
them, which gaue vs ſo great comfozt, that we mended our 
pace, tyll at the laſt we might heare the moſt ſweete and de - 
lectable melodp, that euer (A thinke happened to any eares, 
the harmony not poſſible to bee deſcrybed; and by this time 
we were come hard to heauen gates, which we found ſhutte 
and faſt locked, and at the leaſt, a hundꝛeth perſons walking 
vp and downe with ſad and heauie countenances,conferring 
now and then by two'o2 thꝛæ together, making ſemblance 
by the ſhewe of their behauiour, that their mindes were per⸗ 
plered with ſome diſtreſſed griefe. This ſpectacle made mee 
wonderfully to muſe, what J might think of the matter, but 
we thꝛee holding ſtill in company, paſſed too and fro by them, 
and they lykewiſe by vs, we knowing none of them, noz they 
knowing none of vs: at the laſt meeting with one al alone by 
himſelf, whoſe graue g ſober aſpeds, argued a ſfayed and diſ⸗ 
creete mind, and leauing my company foꝛ the time, I ſingled 
him out, firſt ſaluting him with a courteous Conge, the 
which he as kindly returning me agayne , Jbegan in this 
- ſozt to enter parle with him, 
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Courtcous Sy2,if a ſtrangers boldnefſe might not bzeed 
offence, J would requeſt you to ſatiſfic mee in this one 


demaund, Jam (as you may perceiue) vnacquainted in this 
place, hauing taken a tedious and painfull trauell, and being 
now arrined, would be glad to vnderſtand the ſucceſſe of my 
tourney, and J haue walked foo & fro here this long ho wer, 
| and in all this ſpace I could neuer ſe any one palle either in 
f 02 out,no2 the gate ſo much as opened, which ſa meth ſtrange 
1 viiko me, conſidering the multitude which do frequent the 
place, it makes me italcus, that all ſhould not be well in hea⸗ 
uen, and ta growe into ſuſpition of J know not what, 
Truely my god friend/anſwered this graue lr) it ſhould 
ſerme vou haue neuer bin a ſuter, that w old loke fo2 ſo quick 
a diſpatch,you haue walked vp and down (( vou ſay) heere this 
hower, and there be here in this company that haue trauel⸗ 
led as farre as you, and haue walkt vp and downe here this 
moneth,peraduenture a yere, perhaps moze, and would bee 
glad if they might be diſpatched yet, within a wake, a fozt- 
night, oꝛ a moneth,yea,if it were ſomwhat moꝛe, they would 
be glad euen then to come to an end of their ſutes, you muſt 
1 (Sy2)therefoze be contented to ſtay pour time, t to take your 
foztune,and thinke you came hether in a very happy houre, ił 
pou be diſpatched in a quarter of a pere. Your news ſir(ſaid 
doth not a little make me wonder, but if without offence J 
might but deale thus much farther with vou, what might be 
the cauſe J beſcech you, that there is no moꝛe regard to þ diſ⸗ 
patching of pooze ſuters, that haue laboured ty2ed thtſelues 
many wayes in hope to haue here a ſpeedy relcaſt, aſwel foz 
p redꝛeſſe of their ſuſtained wꝛõgs, as alſo to be rewarded as 
they ſhalbe found woꝛthy by deſart? foz as it is 8 this 
is the very place where Juſtice t right is moſt duelp admi⸗ 
niſtred, t therfoꝛe is accounted the only place of comfozt : hut 
can there be any greater wꝛong, than foꝛ a man ts be ſo long 
deferred from his right? 02 may there be a moze e 1 
than when a man ſhall neuer hope to haue end o 
My god friend(an(wered the other againe)a 
haue ſaid no moꝛe than is truth: but pet ſomethi 
better ſatiſ⸗ſadion, your conũderation mult haue ſome refer⸗ 
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rence to þ time, foꝛ one of p greateſt matters that doth hinder 
the fozwarding of ſutes at this inſtant, ouer it hath bene in 
times paſt, is this, in bꝛiefe to be ſpoken, the wonderfull af- 
fay2es of great impoꝛtance, and the continuall buſines that 
S. Peter is daply troubled withall, 
What I pzay ſir(ſayd J) is S. Peter moze troubled with 
buſineſſe now, than in times paſt he hath bene 2 
© ſir (ſaid the other yon neede not doubt of that, x there is 
great reaſon fo2 it, that it can not otherwiſe be, he hath ſo ma⸗ 
ny affaires to run thꝛough, that it is almoſt thought impoſſi- 
ble how he ſhould execute the all; fo; firſt, he is knight Poꝛ⸗ 
ter hiere of heauen gates, a place J warrant you of no leſſe 
charge than trouble: then, he is conſtituted the Pzince of the 
Apoltles, + confirmed in that anthozity by all the Popes foz 
this thꝛee oꝛ foure hundꝛeth pecre,ſo that al the reſt ofthe Apoſtics 
can doo nothing without his allowance,and whatſocuer he dooth 
they cannot recall: then, he is the Popes Factoz, ⁊ haththe hand- 
ling # determining of all cauſes fo2 him, and hath lately bin moꝛe 
troubled with his bzablements , fo2 the holding vp of S. Peters 
chayꝛe, than with all the Kings # Pꝛinces again in Chziſtendom 
tourthly, he is the Maſter of the Requeſts, choſcn bythe papilfs 
to pzeſent their pzayers to God, and they ply him euery day with 
moe pelting petictons, than his leyſure will permit to looke ouer 
in a moneth after : the t ſo many other matters hee hath Mill to 
loke into, that if he had ſire able bodies, they were all to little 
to run thꝛough his other affay;es. 
CUhby(ſaide Y this is apitteous cale, that hauing ſuch infinite 
buſines, as J perceiue by your (pceches, that he hath not ſome al- 
ſiſtants to helpe hum, © that ſo many troubles ſhould notlye all on 
one mans necke. 
ell (aw he)this is pour opinion, pou haue gyuen pour ver: 
dit, but haue you not learned, Quo ſupra nos. nihil ad nos it is nut 
fo2 poit me ta ſap what is beho2uetull foꝛ Saints, they knowe 
( their times c what is necellary, better than you o2 I can inſtruct 
| the, therfoze not tobe lound fault withal in any of their dealings. 
C hele lpeeches ended, giuing him great thankes foz his 
curteſie, I returned againe to my two Companions, Veluet 
breeches and Cloth breec hes, to whom J imparted all my 
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newes, which ffroke them both into a ſuddain dumpe, but 
eſpeciallp Cloth 'breeches , whole trapning bppe had not 
bernt accuſfomed much to gine attendance , but it fell out, 
the very ſame after noone , that our Lady, with the eleauen 
thouſand Uirgins, had beene walking in the garden to take 
the ayꝛe, a in her comming backe, ſoꝛtuning to loke out at a 
Caſement, che ſawe vs altogether as we were walking, and 
calling to her Gentleman vſher, hte demannded what wee 
were. Ye aunſwered, that we were Suters, which there did 
giue our attendance. Alas pooze ſoules (ſaid ſhe) 3 did pers 
ceiue in deede by their pittious lookes,that their minds were 
troubled with ſozrowe and oriefe , and without any other 
woꝛdes ſpeaking, ſhe departed, and cauſing all other buſines 
to be fo2 the time ſet a part, hee tone oꝛder that all ſuters 
ſhould pꝛeſently be diſpatched, | 

The next mozning ſomethingearly,S. Perer came foozth 
to a plate where he vſeth to ſit foz the hearing of cauſes, foz 
that there is a cuſtome, that ifany man doe but once get hys 
feete within heauen gates, hee is neuer after thꝛuſt out, and 
therefoze hee taketh aſſured oꝛder that none may enter, but 
ſuch as ſhall be thought wozthy foz their deſarts to continue 
the place, S. Peter having nowe ſeated himſelſe, oꝛder was 
taken that euery ſuter ſhoulde lucteſſiuely bee — be that 
had remapned longeſt to be firſt called, and ſo to pꝛocic de to 
the ſecond in due courſe accozdingly. J and my two compa⸗ 
nions were the latelt that were there arriued,and therefoze 
the laſt fo be diſpatched : the reſt were examined by one and 
one, and that in ſuch ſeuere and ſtraight manner, that a- | 
mongſt euerp ten, there were ſcarce one admitted to haue 
entrance into heauen . the Articles that were obteced againſt 
them, were to many in this place to bee rehearſed, but one 
thing J noted well, which was, there were ſome that ſhewed 
him the Popes Paſpozt, ſealed with lead vnder his pꝛiuie 
Opanek, but Jeſus how S. Peter did be fwle them, to ſhewe 
bim ſuch a wziting , being not confirmed vnder the handes 
ol the foure Euangeliſts, he commaunded them pꝛeſe ntly to as 
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Dur furnes being now tome to ſay foz our ſelues, J was 
the firlt of the ther that was called ſoz: &. Peter demaun⸗ 
ded of me what might be my name, and what trade J had v- 
ſed. J tolde him my name was Robert Greene, by p21 
a Scholler, and commenced Maſter of Artes. D(quoth . 
Peter) A haue heard of vou, you haue beene a buſie fellows 
with your penne, it was you that wit the Bokes of Cony- 
catching, but ſirra, could you finde out the baſe abuſes of a 
company of petty varlets that lined by pilfering coſonages, 
and could you not as well haue diſcryed the ſubtill and frau⸗ 
delent p2actiſes of great Conny-catchers, ſuch as rides vpon 
footeclothes, and ſometime in Coatches , and walkes the 
ſtreetes in long gownes and veluet coates: J am ſore yon 
haue bene in Weſtminſter Hall, where you haue ſane pe 
Clyants animated to commence actions , and to p;oſccute 
ſutes till they haue bzought themſelues to beggerp, e when 
all is ſpent they are turned ol like fooles, and ſent home by 
weping-crofſe. And let me ſee now if any of your Crosby- 
ters, your Lyfecrs,pour Nyppers, your Foyſters, oz any other 
of the whole rabblement of your Conny-catchers, cal him by 
what name you lit, be like vnto theſe, 0z moze miſchiuons 
| in a Common wealth. Then haue you couitous Landlo2ds, 
f that doth datly ſo crac and cheate of thcir pe Tennants, 
that they better light into the laps of a Cutpurſe, then 
to dwell within the pzecincts of a Cut-thzote, Yet haue you 
ap2oude kinde of Conny-carchers,that bauing but a Penner 

and packho2ne hanging at his gy2dle,yet creeping into ſome 
great mans fanour to become his Clarke o2 Secretary , by 
plaine Conny-catching, within very fewe yeeres, will pur- 
chaſe thze oz foure hundzed pound land a yeere, 
- ©  Dz ſhoulde J put you in mind ot great Conny-catchers, 
placed in Offices, who are continually building of houſes, 
and ſtill purchaſingokreuenewes to leane'to they; heyzes, 
perhaps by deceiuing che Pzince, 02 cofſoning the Subiect, 
but how ſhould they compatſſe ſo great nee , but by 
ſome pzactiſe in Conny-catching: vnleſſe they be ſuch which 
the P2ince doth fanour, of whom ſhe My 
4-44) K ous 
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cious and liberall gyfts : J will not det bee Conny - cat- 


1 c6.hers atnongſt C men, that will catch at a Benefice | 
ſometime befoze it falles, and nowe and then by Simonie | 
0z other toꝛruption haning catched two oz thzee, can be cons | 
tented likewiſe to catch their Tythes from their poze flock, 
but very leldome to ſrebe them, oz to catch any of their ſonlcs | 
to the kingdome of heaven. But now my friend take this foz | 
your anſwer, you that coulve buſie ycur ſelfe to fable out ſo | 
nr follies without inditferency, and to become a wzyter 
with ſuch partialitie, J mull tell you truth, heauen is no ha⸗ 
bitation foz any man that tan lone with one eve 5 wincke 
with the other, fo there maſt none reſt there tha tha t doth vie | 
to haulte, but ſuch as be plaine and true — A ople. b 
3 woulde very faine haue replyed in mine owne excuſe, 
but S. Peter cut me off, telling me that J was aunſwered, 
and that hauing mine aunſwere, J ſhoulde trouble him no 
further. And fwzthwith ſpeaking to hym that ſtood next mee, 
aſked hym his name. ho told hym that he was called Vel. | 
uer breeches. . Peter aſked hym further, what Countrey- 
man he was. Ye aunſwered an Engliſhman, J cannot think 
vou to be a naturall Engliſhman, apd eh. Peter, fo2 that A 
neuer heard of anyof your name in that Country, Pes rz 
(if it pleaſe vou) ſaid Veluet breeches 5, mp auncelters came 
in with the Conqueſt, and my pzedeceſſours haue till conti⸗ 
nucd Gentlemen both of Wozſhipand credite. 
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ned tg come by, diners Pzinces that had * of 
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and he confidently p;otefted,s in the time of his raigne, ſhere 
was no ſuch perſon to be found, foʒ ſaid hee, 3 ſent one ofmy 
ſeruants to buy me a papꝛe of hoſe, and hee returned againe 
with a payze that was but of ſire ſhillinges and eyght pence 
the pꝛite: wherewith J being diſpleaſed , folde him that J 
would haue had hym beſtowed a marke of a payze , but bee 
ſaid there were none ſuch to be gotte. But as foz the other 
Cloth breeches that ſtandeth by hym, Jknow him very wel 
by his lookes, he doth ſo much reſemble his aunceſters, and 
hath the very liuely picture of his Pzedeceſours, the which 
were very honeſt plaine dealing men, without any manner 
of fallhod oz deteite. 

S. Peter thanked them of their paines, and thus the Pzin- 


beard Ma. Veluet breeches what hath paſſed, but pet becauſe 
von haue auouched pour ſelfe to be a Gentleman, you ſhall 
haue thys fauour, we will examine ſome other of later time, 
who peraduenture map better call you to remembꝛaunce. 
There ſtoode a Peſſenger by, whom &, Peter willed pze- © 
ſently to goe fetch hym ſome Engliſhman, that was but of 
ſome tenne 02 twenty peres reſidence in the place, charging 
hym to goe with ſpeede, and to make a quitke returne. The 
1 met with a company that were newe come out 

Tennis courte, amongſt whom was a Pearcer , that 
within theſe tenne yeeres had dwelt in Cheapſide, hym the 
bzought to &. Peter, who demaunded of him, 
if he did know a Gentleman in England, called by the name 
of Ma. Veluet breeches. Yea marry ſayde the Pearter, 4 
know him to my colt, foz thys is he that ſtandes by me, and 
heere J auouch it befoze his face that hee is no Gentleman, 
but a pꝛoude diſſembler, and a coſoning counterfeite : which 
ifitthal'pleaſe vor to giue mo leaue. J will pꝛoue befoze this 
hol compante. Saint Peter uunſwered, we do not onelie 
giue you leaue, but alſo doe ſtraightly commaunde yon to 


ſpeake a truth, and withall, to ſpeake no moꝛe then is truth, 


what pou are able to charge him e and howe you are 
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| man in my any ſlander , oz maliciouſly to accuſe 


any man w2 yp: but to the end the trueth of the matter 
might maze entoantiy aypears, I mot crong pardou a hre 
to vſe circumſtances, and thus it ola wetg. 

About fourteene o2 fiftecne vteres ſince, when J kept a 
ſhop in Cheapſide, following there my trade, this counterfet 
Gentleman, being conſozted with another of his owne pitch, 
a byꝛde of the ſame feather, although in times paſt, his onely 
familiaritie was but with Dukes, Earles, Loꝛdes, and ſuch 
other wo:thy perſonages, yet at this day an oꝛdinary com- 
panion, and conuerſant with euery ſkypiacke , and himlelfe 
of baſe condition and a common Coſoner , his name called 
Silke ſtockings. Theſe two copeſmates , Veluce breeches 
and Silke ſt ocki ngs changing they2 names, and becauſe A 
will not be offenſiue to other Gentlemen,that peraduenturs— | 
be of the ſame name which they then tooke to themſelues, | 
I will call Veluet breeches maiſter White, and Siike ſtocke- | 
ings, he ſhall be maiſter Black, theſe two counterfeite Gen- 
tlemen, maiſter White and maiſter Black, pꝛouiding them- 
ſelues of Lodgings, Maiſter White as it might be in Gratics 
ſtreete, in a houſe where no body knewe him, and Maiſter 
Blacke in Fanchurch ſtreete, faſt by where be found as little 
acquaintance- Theyꝛ Lodgings being thus pꝛouided, Mai⸗ 
ſter White walking into Poules, and ſering many bils (etts 
vp on the Meſt doze by ſuch as wanted aiſters, peruſing 
the bylles, and finding one that he thought might be fitte foz 
his purpoſe, (and in truth was as coſoning a knaue as bee 
himſclfe) gaue notice vnder the bill, that he ſhonlde repaire 
wo Graties ſtreete, and at ſucha ſigne enquire fo; Maiſter 
Winte, 

The fellow finding his bill ſubſcribed, (and hoping now 
to light vpon ſome cheate) made haſt the ſame night, e came 
to Pa. Whutes Chamber: Sir (ſaith hee) J perceige your 
Moꝛchip wants a ſeruant, and J am the party whole bel 
it hath pleaſed pou to ſubſcribe, and would be glad to take as 
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White art thou he 2 Marry it is truth, J would giue enter- ? 
tainement to a poung fellowe that woulde be dilligent and 1 
truſty, 3f it pleaſe you fir, (anſwered the party that meant 8 
nothing bat deceite) J will finde pou ſuerties foz my trueth 
and god behauiour. Thon ſayeſt well (ſayes Ma. White,) 
bat truſt me, J like thylokes well, mee thinkes thou haſt a 
good hone ſt face: but tel me if thou wilt be with me, J muſt 
baue thee-immendiatly, 
Dir, anſwered the other, if it pleaſe you to gine me leave 
till the Pozning, that J might fetch ſome few things that J 
haue to ſhift me withall, J will then attend your Wozſhyp. 
1 (ſaies Pa. Wlute) thou maiſt do ſo, and till then 
re | 
Peere was now a Paiſter and a man well met, foz the 
Maiſter meant to bſe his man but to ſerne his turne foz a 
of coſonage,and the man meant to vſe his Maiſter, til 
be might finde opoztunity, to runne away with his purſe oz 
ſome other of his apparrell, as he had done befoze with ma⸗ 
ny others. But actoꝛding to appointment, in the Poꝛning 
truſty Roger came, and was receined of hys Maiſter, who 
now with his man at hys heles, frequented his frond Pa. 
Blacks Chamber foz a day oz two, and the one of them could 
not be without the others companie, but maiſter Black muſt 
dyne with maiſter White at his Chamber, and Ma. White 
mult ſuppe wyth maiſter Blacke in his Chamber: but the ſe⸗ 
quell was, maiſter White with his ſeruaunt attending of 
bym, walking into Cheapſide, and lighting into my ſhoppe, 
demaunded of my ſeruaunts where their Maiſter was, they 
told dim that J was within, + that if it pleaſed him to haue 
any thing with me, they would call me. Yes marry would J 
(ſayes de,) I may you tall him, fo2 J wold ſpeake with him, 
Ons ofthem telling mo that there was a Gentleman in the 
ſhoppe that would ſpeake with me, J came downe,and Ma. 
Whuee firſt curteoufly ſaluting me, began in this ſoꝛt to diſ- 
tourſe with me. 
- Sir, J am a Gentleman, belonging to ſuch a Noble man 
rn He tructh the a 
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bys houſe, and hauing now ſome buſines foz my Lo:d heere 

in the Citty, which J am come todiſpatch, A muſt diſburſe 

ſome mony bpon Ueluets g other @ilkes both foz my Lozds 

and Lady, and J tell vou trueth they are ſuch wares as 1 | 
| 
| 


} haue little ſuyl to mae choyce of : the matter why 4 was 
þ deſirous to ſpeake with von, was but to commit that truſt to 
| 
* 


your ſelfe which A durſt not aduenture with your and 
my requeſt is, that you would deale ſo honeſtly with me, as | 
J might not be deceiued in the choyte of my ſtuffe, the bene⸗ 
fite that you ſhall winne by your god vlage is, vou ſhall re- 

| 


ceiue readymony foz ſuch warcs as I meane at this pꝛeſent 
0 to bay, and you ſhall winne a cuſtomer, of whom heerealter 
} you map take greater ſummes, 
i I hearing his ſmoth ſpeches delivered vnder pꝛetence of 
honeſty, and (eming otherwile, both in the ſhow of his ap⸗ 
als yen wing” ha nai aber that hee had 
(indeede) ſome Gentleman of reputation and god re⸗ | 
coning, deſirous ſo much the rather to win ſach a cuſtomer, | 
J tolde him that J woulde not onely fitte him with as good 
ſtuffe as any man in London ſhould ſhew hyin, | but alſo in 
the pzice J would vſe him with ſuch reaſon, as in anyother 
place ther were able to affwzde him the which pzomiſe (in 
very deede) A meant faithfully to perſoꝛme. 
Hære⸗withall, he dzew a paper fwath of his pocket, whers 
in he began to reade: Item foz my Lord, two yardes and a 
halle of 1Blacke veluet, and two pardes and a halfe of Nuſſet 
veluet,foz two payze of Pole, with the yards and a halfe of 
Black ſattine, and as much of Nuſſet fo; dablyting, Item | 
foʒ my Lady, fourteene yardes of the beſt thee pylde velnet 
fo; a laſe Gowne, with fire yards of Peach coloured ſating 
foz her etticoate. Item foz Piſtris lane 4 Piftris Fraun- 
ces, faurteene pards of double turffed T affita foz each of the 
a Gowne : and twelue vardes of Coznation ſatine foz they; 
Petticoates, To coclude he bzought me out ſo many Items, ö 
that the pꝛices of the wares amounted to 50, and od 
the which when J had (o2tcd-him aut, he began ta find fault | 
that they were to high damen to lette my lowelf | 
| - -| pzice, 
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p2ice,fo2 that he meant to-pay ready money, and therefoze if 
| I would not be reaſonable, hee muſk be dꝛiuen to ſceke fome 

other ſhoppe, J very loath to dꝛiue him away, pitcht him a 
| pute ſo reaſonable, as in truth I was not able better cheap 
| to affoꝛd them: but hys mind being onely ſette vppon coſos 


nage. told me he durſt not aduenture to gyue ſo much mony, 
and thus away he went. 

Within an houre after, having ſent away his man, 
which of purpoſe he had done; he returned againe, and find- 
ing me in my ſhoy, he aſked me if J would abate no money 
in my lufks : I thinking hee had beene ſome other where to 
cheapen, told him J had rated them ſo reaſonably,as J was 
| able to affoo2d them: and that J was ſure, in ante ſhoppe 
where yoad nr vr ha nt ond hte ware fo; 
the 

Nay "trueiie, (ſayde hee) Jhave not beene in any other 
place to cheapen any ſuch ſtuffe, but pet ſince J left your 
houſe I haue diſburſed foztic poundes in other thinges, that 

J haue ſent to my Lodging by my man: but J ſ& von are 
| hard, and pet ſith I haue dealt thus farre with yow, J will 
| not fozlake you, come therefoze and cutte me of the parcels. 
Lhe which accozdingly J did, and laying them together, her 
deſired me to caſt the totall ſumme, the which as befoze A 
baue ſayd, amounted to fifty and od pounds. 

Spa, (ſayd he) I muſt craue to bo:rowone of your ſers 
uaunts, to helpe me home with thys ſtuffe , and hee ſhall 
| bꝛing vou pour money : I haue ſent mine owne man about 
buſines; and haue no body heere nowe to helpe- mee. Uery 
| weil SyzſaydJ, my man ſhall waite vpon you, 02 doe any 
! 


other cut teſte. 
And thus willing one ol my men to fake vp the ffuffe 
and follow him, J deltuered him a note what mony 
| toxeceiue, Together they goe, til they cams to hs Cham 
| ber in Graties ſtrecte, where they found hys man remaining, 
| 


he was 


who (indeed) was ſomewhat perplexed in hys mind, becauſe 
there was nothing there of bys Þaiſters, that was woozth 


ne , vnleſle he ſhould haus taken — 
om 


- ofa better cheate. But Pa. 
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frunhe bedde, bt that by velerred, hoping toztly to lyght 
White demaunded of his man, 
if Maiſter Black had not beene there ſince his comming into 
the Chamber: ene, er ene 
him all that day. 

Maiſter White with that ſermed as a fo 
be angry, and willed his man pzeſently to haſt to his Cham 
ber, and to will hun withall ſpeede, to bzing away the two 
hundꝛed pounds p he was to receiue, oz at the leaſt fo bzing 
one of them with hym inumediatly, foz that hee was to pay 
the greateſt part of it to one that ſtaied in hys Chamber foz 
it. Away went hys man, and in the meane time Ma. White 
entertained my man in this manner. He aſked him if he had 
any acquaintance with ſome Goldſmith in the row that was 


bis freend, and would vſe him well in the buying ofa Chaine 

and a papze of Bꝛacelets, and not to exact to much of him foz 

the faſhion. Þy man told hym, that he was well acquainted 

4-5-1 ne that woulde deale very reaſorably wyth 
vm. 


Vi ſeemed to gyue mp man great thanks, and told kim, 
that ſo ſone as hys man was returned, and that de had payd 
hym his money, he would himlelfe goe backe with em and 
buy them. ys owne man in thys meane ſpate, was come 
to aiſter Blacks Chamber, whom hee founde within. pꝛo⸗ 
uided fo2 the purpoſe, and was as buſie with a Standiſhe, a 
great many of papers lying befoze hym, and a whole ſette of 
Counters in hys hand, as though he had been caſting vppe 
of as huge ſummes as the King of Spayne receineth from 
the Indyes. e had likewiſe lying befoze hym, a greatbagge 
_ fullffuffed, making ſhow as it it had bene a great bagge of 
mony ; the fight whereof gaue the fo good an as 
petite, that he the bagge and hymſelle tenne myles 
out of the place. But doing hys Paiſters maiſter 
Black anſwered hym that be was ſo full of pꝛeſent buſines, 
that he could not ſtirre foozth from hys Chamber, but (ſayth 
he, the money thou ſceſt where it lyeth, and if be will come 
bemſgile, oz ſend ſome other to tell it and reteiue it. —_— 
| 
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'@y2 (layde the other) if you pleaſe to delinerme the money, 
A tan carry it. Yea (ſayes Paiſter Black) but your Maiſter 
A perteiue is in ſuch haſte, as hee would be offended if you 
thoulp ſtay the telling of it, but goe your wayes to hun and 
tell him what J haue ſaid, and then let him chooſe whether he 
will come oz ſend, the money is here ready foz him, away 
goes this companion, comfozting him with the aſſured hope, 
that the carrying of this bagge would haue lighted to his lot, 
which if it had. he ment to haue giuen them ail the ſlyp,oz his 
cunning ſhouldhane fayled him: but comming to his Mai⸗ 
ſter, hee tolde him that Paiſter Black was ſo buſie in his 
Chamber caſting vp of accounts,that he could not come, but 
y2\ſaide he) the money J did ſee lying vpon the Table rea- 
by foz vou, and he would haue delpuered it vnto me, bat that 
I feared my long run inthe telling of it might hane of- 
fended pou. 

Why then (ſaide Maiſter White) goe your waies backe 
agapne, and J will intreate this god fellow to goe with pou, 
(meaning by my man) to whom he further ſaid ; J pꝛap thee 
my good friende doe ſo muchas goe with my man, and firff 
pay your ſelfe accozding to your note, and helpe him then to 
tell out the reſt, foz J thinke his ſkill will ſcarce ſerue him to 
tell ſo much money, and dzawing out of hys pocket, a pay:e 
of gold weights, which be delyuered to my man, he ſayd, and 
J beſeech you if any part of his payment be in gold,ſe that if 
be neither cracktnoz craſed, and that it carries weight, and 

J pꝛap you in pour comming backe againe with my man, do 

| ſa much as call in here,and J in the mean time will diſpatch 
4 little buſines , and will by that time be ready to goe with 

you vnto the Gold\mythes rowe, where J muſt craue pour 
helpe. foz the buying of this Chayne and Bzacelcts. Þy 
man no manner of decceipt, went a long with hys 
man: but comming to Maiſter Blacks Chamber, there was 
no body to be founde,nepther coulde any of the Seruants 
of the Hauſe, ſaye whither hee was gone, they ſawe 
him goe f@2th but a little beſoze their comming in, but whi- 
cb went they could not tell, a both * 
ther 
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—————— White: but 
comming to his ber, he was like wiſe gone, and had 
carryed away 
left with him: my man begynning but no 
when it was tog late, immediatly cauſed the Dfficers 
to lay holde of Maiſter Whites man, and hee carried 
direaly to the Counter, where hee -beganne| to. curſe: the 
time that euer hee mette with ſuch a ſeruice, 
that hee had cooſoned many Mapſters befoze, but nowe 
hee had met with a Mapſter that had a little auer · reached 
bim. But 3 vppon my mans returne, came to the places 
where they had beene lodged , and made inquiry J 
coulde , but there was no body that had manner of 
knowledge of them, foz they came thether not aboue foure 
oz fine dapes befoze , making ſhewe that they were newe 
tome fooꝛth of the Countrey , and that the Carryers were 
nat vet come with they Trunckes and ll, and du⸗ 
ring the time of theyz aboade , had neuer 
the houſe, fo meate, dꝛinke, noz lodging, whi 
pꝛoteſt, it ſhoulde bee a warning vnto them, 
they receiued againe ſo long as theꝝ kept 
was all the remedy that J could haue, but in the ende had 


rr 
to ſulpec, 


intelligence of many other like coſonages, bad com- 
mitted in the Cittte , and the parties were knowne to 
be aiſter Veluet breeches t aiſter Silke ſtockings, two 
counterfeit Gentlemen, that to maintain their bzanery,p2ac- 
tiſed ſuch deceipts,and would not ſtick many tunes to rob by 
the high way: lo the Uarletcdnutted to the 


z 

releaſed him freely,but fo2 fome other vi 
| | he had committed to others, and by himſelfe 

F 


whippedat a Cartes arſe, and after burnt though the eare, 
and ſo commaunded to auoyde the Cittie. | 

Thus much (as it hath pleaſed you to commaund me) J 
haue truely d, what knowledge J haue had of thys 
Gentleman, Paiſter V cluce breeches. 


8. Peter ſtanding vp, ſaide ; Veluet — ben 
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heard what hathbeene auouched againſt thee , and J wonder 
howe thou durſt pzeſame to pꝛeſent th ſeite in this place, 
knowing the guiltineſſe of thine owne conſcience v but 3 (ce 
thou art ſhame leſſe, andfo2 ſuch perſons as thou art there is 
an other place pꝛepared, to the whichthon mult depart, foz 
beere thou mayſt not bide: then ſpeaking to Cloth breeches 
he ſaid, and fo2 thee Cloth breeches,of whom I haue heard ſo 
god repoꝛt, thou maiſt ſeperat thy ſelfe from thy two compa⸗ 
nions, & enter into that bliſſe, where thou ſhalt find a happy 
reward foz an honeſt life; and thus as het was (by ſeeming) 
ready to depart, he eſpyed where one was comming alone by 
himſelte, within a little diſtance, whom S. Peter perceyning 
to be a ſtraunger ſtayed his comming. and then ſpeaking vn⸗ 
to him, be demaunded of him what he was: who aunſwercd, 
that he was a pwze Yorkeſhyre man, a Brick-layer by his ocs 
tupation, and one that had truely laboured fo2 his lyuing all 
the dayes of his life : and (ſayde he) our aiſter Vicar hath 
many times tolde vs, that if we get our lyuings honeſtlp 
with the ſweat of our bzowes, wee ſhall goe to heauen, and 
there we ſhold haue ſuch peace,ſuch quyct,ſuch toy, ſuch com- 
fo2t, ſuch pleaſure,and ſo many God mozrowes, J cannot tel 
what, but of his woꝛds) J haue had but an ill-fancurediour- 
ney dether, and what J ſhall find J cannot tell vet. 
. Peter (&1ng his ſimplicitie, ſayde, why then my freind 
. tell me heereafter howe thou likeſt 
The fellowe haſtily replyed , ſaying : J p2ay ſir let mee 


Brit aſke youa queſtion, dw bie to let any women come into 
amongſt yon? 


Heauen 
Why not (aide Dainct Peter) what ſhould make thee fo 
doubt of that? 
Why then J pꝛap ſir ( ſayde the other) did there not a 
woman come hether about a ſix werkes a goe, with a bleare 
epe, a ſnottie noſe , a blabber lippe, a ſtincking bzeath, 
her voyce was very hill, and her ſpeech thicke and ſhozt. 
But how doſt thou call her name (ſayde Peter) whom 
2 — 
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Her name (ſaide the other) is called Margery Sweete, hut 
vet moze oftner called by the name of Mannerly Margery. 

Why che is in heauen {ſaive . Peter) and if thou halt a- 
ny thing to ſay to her. thou mayſt there finde her: 

Mary God biefſe me from thence (ſaide the acher) tf ſhe 
be there, Jknowe her faſhions too well, to come any moze 
where ſhe ws, ſhee was my wife, and J was married to her 
ſirteene oz ſeuentæne yeeres,and J faith all heauen would be 
to little foz her and mer, and af we ſhould once mierte againe, 
but J am now ridde of her, and J hope J will keepe mee ſo, 
ſhe ſhal not caſt it in my tæth, that J was ſo far in loue with 
her to follow her, as the hathmany tunes done: telling me, 
that if I had not bane ſhe might haue had a Minſtrell, that 
would haue got moze money in a werke with his Fiddle, 
than J could get in a moneth, with laying of Bzick, * 
S. Peter, with the reſt of the company, hearing tl 
. diſpoſition of the fellowe, departed, leauing behinde him, my 
| ſclie, Veluet breeches, and this Brick-layer, who 
1 goe into heauen becauſe his wife was there ; you 
[+ geſſe, Veluet breeches and J were perplered with ſozrowe 
| enough, but it was ts late nowe foz vs to bethinke our ſclues 
what we ſhould haue done, and reſted onely fo2 vs to deter⸗ 
myne what we mult do, t the further wee our ſelues 
bereaued ofall poſſibilitie , to recouer agapne wee had 
loſt,the neerer appꝛoached the hozroz of dur griefe and to3s 
ment: but we had receiued our finall ſentence,and there was 
no place longer fo; vs to ſtaꝝ in, the comfozt that was left 
vs, to ſe if wee could finde meanes to gette into Pur · 
gato2ie , hoping there to finde ſome relcaſe, by the pzayers 
and charitable deuotions of god people, aud with this reſo⸗ 
lation we ſet fozward of our tourney : the Brick layer oners 
taking vs, deſired vs to accept of hys company, pꝛoteſting 
that he would be a partaker ofour foztunes, whatſocuer did 


betide vs. | 
Veluet bregches, demaunded of him what was his name: 
The other tolde him that beloꝛe he was marryed,they called 
him Ruffling Richard, but aſter that he was marryed, they 
neuer 
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neuer vſed better addition than playne Dick. Truelp friend 

Richard ( ſaide Veluet breeches)me thinkes yon are tw plain, 

and moꝛe ſimple , fo fozfake heanen becanſe your wife is 

there. A pꝛaꝑ pon fir(faide Richard)were you euer marrycd? 
Ves mary was J,(ſayde Veluet breeches) but what of that: 
do not vnderſtand yon (fatde Richard) foz J demannd of 
you, if euer vou had a wife 2 And J tell thee J had a wife, 
(faide Veluet breeches) why doſt thou aſke me that? God 
Lo2d (ſaide Richard) I neuer heard a wiſe man make ſo ſ@- 
liſh an armſwere , foz J afke pon if vou were marryed ? 
and you ſay ves: and when J demaunde ik euer you had 
a wife, you aunſwere ; J mary had J, and what then: 
And doft thou call that a fwliſh aunſwere ( ſaide Veluet 
breeches) what, wouldſt thou haue mee ſay, ves foo2ſcoth 2 
No ſir, no, ſaide Richard)but I will teach you ſome wit how 
to aunſwere to ſuch a queſtion ; when a man doth aſke you 
if vou haue a wife, vou mul ſay, ves J thanke God, 02, yes 
I cry God mercy,fo2 fo a man ſhall directly vnderſtand vou: 
fo; if yon ſay, yes I thanke God, vy that we may vnderſtand 
pou haue a god wife, fo the which pou are bound to thanke 
God highly, becauſe fe we men dooth happen of the like : but 
if your aunſ were be, yes Jcry God wercy, Sub intelegitur, 
ſuch a wife as mine was, and then you would neuer haue 
accounted mer ſimple, to leaue heauen to fhunne her compa⸗ 
nie, becauſe a man ſhall tne moze quietly amongſt all the di⸗ 
uelles of hell, than it is poſſible foz him to do, that lights on 
ſuch a wife. 

Bearing theſe pleaſant ſpeeches in this manner deliuc⸗ 
red by Richard, q tould not choſe but ſmile, notwithſtanding 
my canſe of griefe : and taking it to bee a benefit of foꝛtune, 
that had vouchſafed to fauour vs with the company of this 
merry concerted Brick-layer, whereby to begtile our penſiue 
thoughts with his pleaſant diſcourſes, in this our tedious 
trauell. J que ſtioned with him of his wife, what ſhee was 
when hee marryed her, whether a widdowe o2 a mayde, by 
what meanes hee came acquainted with her, and howe ſhee 


became fo vnruly. Richard in this ſoꝛt began to diſcourſe. 
D When 
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When J was young ( ſaide he) J was as hanſome a fel/ 
lowe, as any was in the pariſh where J was bozne; and foz 
my valour , J durſt have trauelled into any Gentlemans 
Buttery, when all the Barrels had bcene full, without ei⸗ 

F ther ſwoꝛde 02 dagger about me: ſoꝛ my , if Jhad 
1 onte gotten vnder a maydens Chamber windowe, 3 would 
7 neuer haue ſtarted, till they hadempticda Camber pot on 
my beade: foz my courage, J duiff baue gone into as 

ny baudy houſe , and woulde haue come gut agayne as 
honeſt a man, as when J went frſt in: foz my credit, 

J might haue runne on the ſko2e fo2 fix pottes, yo 
any Ale wife that kcpt houſe within fine mylcs where 4 
dwelt : foz my quallities enery manner of way , J had 

the pꝛeheminence amongeſt all the youthes that were in 

our quarters, foz at May-tyde., who was the ring-lea- 

der foz the fetching home ol a May-polc , but : at Mid⸗ 
ſonmer , J was choſen the Sommer Lozde : at euerie 
Bꝛidall, who muſt taunce with the Bꝛyde, but Ruling 
Richard: Thus foz a pleaſant life, the Cunſſable of the 
Pariſh liued not mozemerrily than J, and foz my reputatis 

vn, Jwasalmoſt as much reuerenced as cur Church war⸗ 
dens: but, as the ſtouteſt Stond of Ale, at laſt is ſet a tilte, 
and the fatteſt Gaſe comes ſoone ſt to the ſpitte; ſo, my foz- 
mer foztunes were dꝛauune to their lateſt date, and my 
pꝛime of pleaſures concluded with miſhappe: but oh loue, O 
cruell loue, that waſt the firlt frunte to my felicities; But 
who can reliſt lone, if it be once crept into the bottome of a 
mans belly z O what a rumbling it makes in his guttes, 

and howe it bethꝛobs him about the heart: and ſie note the 


ſcquel of mp J foztuned to be at a Sheepe-ſhearing, 
Where J met with Margery, ſhe that was my wife, ina fine 


red petticoate, with damaſke vpper bodies, a white apꝛon be⸗ 
foze her, ⁊ vpõ her head a bzoad felt hat, with a bꝛaue bzaunch 
of roſemary ſticking in her boſom, appointed amongſt 5 reſt 
with a payze of ſha res, to helpe ſheare S hep, and J hauing 
bꝛought foꝛth a luſty young Ramme, would haue laid him in 
her lap, but ſhe rcſuſing to take him, ſaid vnto mee; way — 
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friend Richard if you loue mee , bꝛing mee none but poulde | ; 
GHep,fo; of al things in the wo? ld, J cannot away with theſe 1 
hozned be. ſtes. MUhen J heard theſe milde woꝛds, thus gen- 
tly (poten; + howe kindly ſhe pꝛonoumted this ſentente Gd 
friend Richard if vou loue me) D heauens thought J) what 
a ſwerte charme is this: then noting her modeſty, that ſhce 
could not abide the ſight of a hozned beaſt, J began to thinke 
with my ſelfe,how happy might that man be accounted, that 
could light of ſuch a wife, c hauing but a little thus giut᷑ ſcope 
to mine own affectibs, Lone,that had his tinder box ready to 
ſtrike fire, by this time had ſet my fanſie of ſuch a flame, that 
not longer able fo endure the heate without a cup of Sack, J 
ſaide vnto her; Margery, pour manner ofphzaſe hath won⸗ 
derfully troubled meer, foz in your firſt ſpeeches you call m& 
your god friend Richard and then you come in with a doubt- 
full demaund, in theſe woꝛds, (if you doe lone me) as though 
I coulde bee your god friende and pet did not lone you : but 
Margery, ſith you haue popt mee [ach a donbfull queſtion, if 
pou and J were alone by our ſelues, J would poppe you ſuch 
an aunſwere, that pou ſhould well find that Jloued yon, and 
that heereaftcr you might leaue out pour if,and ſay, Richard 
alle you loue me, | | 
Dith theſe woꝛds p2efily caſting her head at one ſide, ſhe 
gaue me ſuch a learing loke, that might as well haue daun⸗ 
ted me with diſpaire, as giuen mee comfozt x hope of grace: 
foz the one of her eyes was bleard, and ſremed as though ſhe 
wept,the other was a pꝛetty narrowe pinckenp, lon ing euer 
as though ſhe ſmylde, ſo that in her very countenance at one 
inſtant, you might behold pleaſure and paine, pitty and ry- 
go2 , curteſie and crueltie, love and diſdayne : and then 
wyth a ſwerte voyce , lyke one that were aſking an almes, 
thee ſayde. 
Richard, if pou lone mee as you ſape, your lone 
ſhall not bee loſt, but men are ſo crafty nowe a dayes 
befozethey are marryed , that they will make a mayde 
beleeue they loue her, tyll they haue gotte vppe her bellie, | 
and then they will not ſticke to denye their owne lien, 
. an : 
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and that makes women when they be once marryed, toplay 
their huſbands ſuch a caſt , that they ſhall not knowe their 
own childzen ; but if your loue be no ſuch lone Richard, you 
ſhal not linde me vnkinde. When A heard the wildom of the 
wench,it made my pulſes ſo to beate, that J had thought my 
todpiſſe point would haue fallen a ſunder: but foz aunſwere 
I aide, | 
rgery, your ſober ſpeeches ſo wilely deliuered, toge⸗ 
ther with your ſweet countenance ſo louely placed, hath ſo 
p2cuayled with your god friend Richard, that foz the better 
confy2mation of my loue, receiue here this token, as a pledge 
of my good will: and taking then a two peny.pece which J 
had in my purſe, JI bowed it and gaue it to her, the which 
when ſhe had recepued, che ſaid. 

Well Richard, nowe J do account you as mine owne, 
and at night when my Mother is gone to bed, if pou will 
come home, we there talke farther of this matter: & fog 
your welcome, J will beſtowe of pou a meſſe of Creame, 

Margery (aide-J)looke you kepe your pzomiſe,foz J wil 
be there, and becauſe you will be at ſo much coſt loith a meſle 
of Creame, J will bzing with mee a peny wozth of ſpyce- 
cakes : And although we had thus referred oner farther ſp&- 
ches till our next mating , yet during the time that wee re- 
mayned there in place, O how many amozous glaunces and 
louing countenances there paſſed ſtill to and fro betweene 
vs: but at night my appointed time being come, thether A 

went, and Margery was at the windowe watching foz my 
comming, who hauing once eſpyed mer, he opened the deze, 
where ſhee receiued mee with ſuch a ſweete kiſſe, as if her 
b:eath had been lately perfumed foz the purpoſe, whoſe dain⸗ 
ty ſmell was as ſanery , as if it had bene a red herring that 
had bene newly roaſted : her lonclylippes pleaſant and ſoft, 

;Þ like a locke of wooll that was but then come out of the 
f ſeame baſket: but ſhould J tel you of all the other loue tricks 
. that paſſed betweene her and me that night, J might either 
oppꝛeſſe pour ſtomack to thinke olf it, oz otherwiſe perhaps 

make you athamed to heare it: but let thys ſuffyce, befoze I 


tw a ;, 


k x 4 
, * Z 
* 


*. 
2 


both from Heauen and Hell. 


d2parted, our marriage day was appointed, and Margery in 
— made her other acquainted with the matter, who no- 
thing milliking of her Daughters choyce, gaue her her bleſ- 
ſing, with many other god helps to furniſh fozth her bꝛidall 

day, the which when time had dzawne to be ſolemmzed, and 
that the luſtie youthes of the Parriſh were gathered toge- 
ther to goe with vs to Church, e the young Damoſels were 
flocked on a heape to waite on the Bzide, attending her com⸗ 
ming foꝛth. The nod old woman her Bother, who had been 
euer chary of the louely Chickin her daughter, and euen at 
the very inſtant when we were ready to goe to Church, ſder 

was ſcoling ol her with this exhoztation, 

Margery, (ſayd the) the day is nowe come foz the which 
you haue ſo much longed after, it is twenty peres agoe ſince 
pou firlk wiſhed foz a Ynſband, and byz Lady daughter pou 
were then ſeauenteene oz eyghteene yeeres of age, lo that at 
this pzeſent you want not aboue two oz th: of fozty: nowe 
if wit went by yeeres, vou are olde enough to be wiſe, but J 
being your Pother, beſides mp many yeeres which might 
aduaunce my ſkill, fo 4 haue buried foure ſcucral huſbands, 
(the heauens be pꝛaiſed fo2 it) which hath ſo much the moze 
confirmed my experience in the diſpoſitions of men, and can 
the better iudge of their naturall inclinations $ and by all 
that J haue gathered by mine owne p2ofe and pzactiſe , I 
haue found it ſtill by tryall, that the fantaſies of men, are e- 
nermo2e beft fitted with the follics of women, But leauing 
generalities, and to come to ſo much as concerneth but thy 
ſelfe, that art now to be married to a huſ bar d, who inreſpect 
of his age thou mighteft be his Mother: and couldeſt thou 
now but confider, what a comfozt it is foz an ode Wloman, 
tobe louwngly embzaced by a yotig man, O daughter daugh- 
ter, thy mothers month begins to water, but with the verie 
imagination to thinke of the pleaſure, and therefoze happie 

maieſt thou dceme thy ſelfe, that art ſo likely fo entoy it. 
But heere1s now a great pecce of diſcretion to be vſcd, 
foz as age concetneth ſuch contentment with the ſocietie of 
freſh and pleaſant youth,ſo youth will quickly fall a loathing 
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of cold and crookedage, if the parties be nol wiſe to enfozce 
that by arte, that they are otherwiſe denaied by nature: 
which is, to ſhew a pouthfull diſpoſcd minde, how farre ſo⸗ 
eacr they be ſpent in perres: foꝛ it is a ty2zed Jade that can- 
not cry wæhee, and a ſozry Mare that cannot wag ber taile, 
Thou art nowe to conſider the inequalitie ot the pres be⸗ 
tweene thy ſcife and thy huſbande-, and thert ſoꝛe a little to 
whet him on to make him to like of tho the better, it ſhal not 
be amiſſe fo2 ther to ſhew ſome pouthfull conceite, eſpectally 
being thy bꝛidall day, it is tollerable foz ther a kttle to play 
the wanton, 

Jcan tell the daughter, men are well vieaſed fo ſce they2 
Wiues pouthfully gyuen, and there is nothing p dothmoze 
delight them, then to ſee them wantonly diſpoſed: and thys 
is the meane to winne pour huſbands lik ng, and to dzawe 
hun toy appetite, which your many yeeres might quenche: 
remember therefoze what J hau vou, and fayle not fo; 
your aduantage, to ſhew ſome youthfull tricke. 

Margery making a manncrly curtſie, ſaid: Vcs fozf@oth 
Mother, 3 will remember all that you haue told me. 

By this time all things being pꝛeparrd, to Church we 
went, where the P2teſt hauing once done his office, were- 
turned againe, and were accompanied with our neighbours 
and freendes that went home to dinner with vs: foz whom 
there was pꝛouided Fy2mentic and Pinced.Pyes, beſides 
other good meate both roſte and ſodde: the which being all 
ready, Margery was placed at the vpper end, between two 
ofthe moſt ſubſtantiall honeſt men,acco2ding tothe tuſtome 
of the Parriſh,and my lelfe likewiſe, (as the manner was) 
Denn napkin hanging on 
my der, 

But O what a comfozt it was vnto me, to a bens 
tily Margery fcdde of euerꝝ dich that came ncere her, and 
bow luſfity the laid about her fo; her victuales 2 * 
tu be true as ſome will ſay, that a good 
At ne chcengy g Bs 800 e Agvue 
Margery her meate, A neede not feare to ryde e 
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lyf. But Dinner beeing almoſf at an ende, and theCake- 
bzeade-and Cheeſe ready to be ſette on the Table, the good 
old Woman her Mother, who had likewiſe beene very bu⸗ 
fie that day in taking paynes to fill the pottes, and to carrie 
away emptie diſhes, beganne to cheere vppe the companie 
bidding them welcome,and telling them che was woryther 
was no better chere foz them, 

Margery peſently vpon the ſight of her Mother bethought 
verſelts what ſhe had to dw, and calling now to minde what 
lean ſhe had gyuen her, and howe ſhee had willed her that 
bay to ſhowe ſome youthfull tricke, thereby to purchaſe the 
fauour of her huſband, and picking out at that very inſtant 
a fitte oppoztunity to perfozme it, ſhe called to her Bother 
in thys pouthfull manner , Munna, vppe and cacke, The 
olde Woman hearing her Daughter, ſayd : Why how now 
Margerie ? Fie fo2 ſhame, will you ſpeake bugges woꝛdes? 
Could you not p:ctily haue ſaide : J pzap you Mother haue 
me vppe to picke a Roſe, nay nowe J ſe you play the wan⸗ 
ton to much, 

Then ſpeaking to the company that ſate by, ſhe ſayde: 4 
p2ay you beare with my Daughters childiſhnes, foz Jknow 
it is the Firmentie that doth co much anoy ber, foz euen 
from her veryinfancie, if ſhe had taken any ſpoone meate, 
che was ſtill troubled in the bottome of her back-ſide with a 
great ventoſitie. 

; LTheneighbours ſeeing the clenlinefſe of the wench, did 
euer after that call her by the name of Mannerlie Margerie. 
Thus much to anſwer your fozmer demaund concerning my 
wile, whether che were a widdow oꝛ a mayd: hy the circum- 
ſtances wherof,you may perceine ſhe was a maid, although 
a very old one, and yet not ſo far ſpent in yecres but ſhe was 
able to play a pouthfull trick. And now foz the reſt p concer- 
neth but the tragedy of mine own miſ-foztune : to ſignify the 
matter at large, would be tedious fo2 you to heare, t feareſull 
fo me ta declare, the very memezy wherof were enough to 
make me tremble, but that 1 know J am farre enough from 
n the miniſter of my 2 4 2h0 

2. Let 
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Let thys ſuffiſe, within a very ſewe Monethes after J 
was married, Margery beganne togrow ee if ſhee 


bad once biene thirſtp, and that J wanted money fo ſende to 
the Ale-houſe, ſhe wold tell me that J ſpent away my thꝛift 
amongſt ſome other young Queanes: heere began our firſt 
falling out, and to = oʒward the matter, there dwelt at the 
very next houſe by me, a Tayler,who had a wife p was ſure 
once a day to meaſure the bꝛeadth ol her buſbands ſhoulders 
with his owne mete-yard. 

Margery and this Taylo2s wife grew to be acquaintcd, 
and amongſt other concluſions it was agred between them, 
that to pꝛeuent dilcaſes, and to pꝛeſerue them in health, they 
would euery moꝛning next their harfs, take a phiſical dpet, 
which was, a full quarte ofthe quintinſence dzawne from an 
Ale-tub, warmed by the fire, witha grated Nutmeg, halfe 
a varde of 1Black-pudding roſted on a grydy2on, a quantitte 
of ſalte, with a meaſure of fine Wheate-flower, firſt made 
into paſte, and after baked in a loafe of bzcade : theſe ingre⸗ 
diences, after they had incozpozatcd altogether, they would 
afterwards lightly faſt till noone, And they founde ſuch a 
commoditie in vſing this Pedicine, that if the 1＋ and 3 
had not euery mozning giuen them mony to pay foz the ſim⸗ 
ples, it had not beene good foz vs to haue come that day al⸗ 
ter in their ſights : fo2 the Taploꝛs wife,thee could handle a 
mete-yard o2 a cudgel paſſing nimbly, but Margery had gots 
ten the pꝛactiſe of all manner of weapons. Foz beſides that 
ſhe had dv of her nayles, which ſhe imployed many times 
about my fate, ſhe could like wiſe handle a payze of bellowes 
about in pate, a papꝛe of tonges a thwart my ſhins, a fires 
bꝛand ſometimes ſhould flye at my head, a ladle full of ſcal⸗ 
ding liquour other⸗whiles in nix boſome,a the foted ſtwle, 


a pot, a candleſticke, oz any other thing what ſocuer came 
next her hand, all was one to her: and ſhee had learned ſuch 


a dexteritie in the deliuerie, that they ſhould haue come whir⸗ 
ling about mine cares, 


In the ende, deuiſing with my elfe a remedy faz theſe 


miſchieues, J ſound the meanes to be made the Cunſtable, 


hoping 


| both from Heauen and Hell. 


| hoping that mine Office woulde haue beene a pꝛotettion to 
me foꝛ a pere, and that ſhe durſt not haue ſtriken her Paie⸗ 
ſties Officer. But within a day oꝛ two, it was my foꝛtune to 
| bit on a pot of ſtronggale, which ſhee had ſette vp in a cozner 
foz her owne dzinking, and J (being thirſty) gaue it ſuch a 
ſoupe, that J left very little behind. The which after warde 
; when ſhe came to ſerke foz, and founde her ſtoze ſo pittifullie 


impaired, againſt my comming home at night, ſhe pꝛouided 
6 her ſclfe of a waſter, and J was no ſooner entred the doozes, 
|: but faozth ſhe comes with her cudgell in her hand, and wyth 
f ſuch a terrible countenaunce, that were able to affright anie 
| man that ſhould behold it. 

Richard, ſayd ſhe, I had thought you would neuer haue 
gyuen me occaſion to be telous of vou, but now J ſee yen loue 
a tuppe of ſtrong Ale better then you love me, and do you not 
thinke then that J haue great reaſon to be diſpleaſed wyth 
your vnkindnes towards me, and to beate out that lacke of 
lone that doth make you ſo lightly fo regard me. 

Margery, ſayd J, take hæde what you do,fo; you know 
that J am her Maieſties @fficer , and heere J charge you 
in the Nugnes name, that you holde your handes. Uhat 
Paiſter Cunſtable, ſaid ſhe, haue you gotten an enchaunt- 
ment foꝛ me, oꝛ do vou thinke that peur charme ſhal ſcrue to 
excuſe ou ⁊ No fir no, faz nowe you haue deſerued double 
punichment: firſt, you being an Dfficer if you offer wꝛong, 
your puniſhment mult be ſo much the moze gretuous, and is 
it not meere iniuſtice to take that which was not pꝛouided 
foꝛ vou: next, you haue deſerued to be well puniſhed, fo2 the 
little reuerente you haue vſed in the execution of pour office: 
commaunding me in the Queenes name to hold mp handes 
with your cap an your head, noꝛ vſizig any other duty 02 re- 
nerente: but Paiſter Cunſtable, J will teach von howe to 
vſe an Office, and with that ſhe let ſlye at my heade, at my 
f chou bers, at my armes, and ſtill ſhe would cry, remember 

pbeereafter how vou da pour Dffice, remember pour duty to 
the Queene, remember when you commaund in her Maie⸗ 
ſties name, that pou put off pour cap „and do it with reuc- 

nce 
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rente ; and ſuch a number ol other remembzaunces he gaue 
mer, as I thinke there was neuer pooꝛe Conſtable befozenoz 
ſince, fo inſtructed in an offite as J was. To tell you of ma⸗ 
ny other like remembzances which atather times ſhee be 
ſtowed on me, J ſhold but trouble vou, but the concluſion is, 
J am now ridde of her, and they ſap. that the-diſtaunce be⸗ 
tween Yeauenan Bell is great, but if they were a ſunder 
fine times further then they be, il J might vnderſtand where 
ſhee were in the one, J woulde neuer reſt till JI were gotte 
to the other. . 

Richard hauing thus viſcourſed the whole courfe.of bes 
life, of his lyking,of his loue,of his pleaſure, of his paine, als 
though the ſubiec of the matter ſcarce wozth the hea⸗ 
ring, vet conſidering the place whether we were going, it 
kept a fitte Decorum with the iourny we had in hande: and 
as the tale it ſelfe was tedious, ſo by this time we were ouer 


tract was large and ſpacious , and ſtill diſcended downe a 
Hill into the bothome of a Ualley, gloming and 2 
to behold, where we might eſpie one with a Ware Candle 
lighted in his hand, who was walking by himſelfe, pꝛying 
and toting in cuery cozner, and many times ſtumbling, and 
ready to fall where the way was plaine and ſmooth,that we 
tooke him ta be (ome blind man that had loſt his way,wher- 
at we began to wonder what he ſhold do with candle light, 
that could not ſ& to guide his ſteppes at high none dapes. 
But we keeping on our way, were dzawn ſo neere him that 
we might perteiue be had the vle ol his eyes, yet hee neuer 
perteiued vs, till J ſaluted him, and bade him God ſpe de. 
Whereat he ſuddainly ſtarted, as if he had bene. halfe in a 
fright , but when he had awhile taken the gaze on vs, hee 
demaunded of vs howfarre we had come that way. I tolde 
him that we were come from Yeauen, and that we were 
going to ſeeke out the place of Purgatory, dcſiring hym that 
if he were acquainted in thoſe quarters, that he would direct 
vs the ready way to goe thither. | 

Alas Gentlemen (ſaid he) that is the place that I Jane haus 
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derne ſeeking fo2 this long Moneth together, and J thinke 
| there is na coꝛner betweene thys and Yell that J haue lefte 
vnſearched: and were it not fo thys holy Candle, whole 
vertue is able to defend me from the inchauntment of anie 
ſpirtt oꝛ deuill, J would thinke J were Goblyn lead, J haue 
wandered ſo farre about, cuermoze hitting into daungerous 
b bigh wayes that leadeth to Yell, and coulde neuer finde out 
| the path that ſhould bzing me to Purgatoꝛp. 

- Truly my freend ſaid J if J be not deceiued, the lygbt 
which you tarry in your hand wherin you repoſe your grea- 
teſt confidence)ts the very meane of pour miſtaking, x hath 
ſo much dimmed your ſight and dazeled your eyes, that you 
cannot ſee the right way, but makes yon thus to run ſtum⸗ 
bling about, and to wander to and fro, that vou your ſelfe 
knowes not whether, J would wiſh you therefoze to leaue it, 
and vou ſhall ſce ſo much the better howe to direct pour ſteps, 
Nhat ſaid he, would pou haue mee leaue my holy Candle, 
marry God and good S. Frauncis blefſe me out of that mind: 
but if vou be ot that Religion, J would be ſozry to tarrie in 
pour company, vnleſſe J might induce you by perſwaſion to 
thinke moꝛe reuerentlp of holy things. 

Truely (ſayde J) alyttle inducement ſhal ſuffiſe to per⸗ 
ſwade me to any reaſonable matter, and good counſell is e⸗ 
uermoꝛe to be embꝛated, but eſpecially at this inſtant, my 
caſe being now as it is. 
| Thy then (ſaid he) J will fell youa true tale, wherein 
pou ſhall perceiue the wonderfull c fed that Holp water hath 
in woꝛking againſt the deuill, and this it is. There was not 
not long ſince, a very pꝛoper young woman, that was poſ⸗ 
ſeſſed of a fiend; who did ſo tozment x vere her, that althouc h 
ſhe would not goe to any Sermons,no2 would euer receiue 
the Commumon, pet ſhe would ſometimes goe to Church, 
and ſap her Pater noſter in Engliſh, and now and then cate 
fiefh on Fridaies, and would commit many other hereſies, 
which thys deuill tempted and led her to doe. But you ſhall 
ſee now, there was a god honeſt holy Pꝛieſt that was a $c- 
minarie, who beeing in place where thys Wioman was, 
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and lyking her very well, did begin to pitty her taſe, and ol | 
meere deuotion pꝛickt fozward by a ſanaiſied loue, he deui⸗ 
ſed with himſelfe, how he might fully reclaime her to the ho⸗ 

lie Church: and hauing attempted many pꝛactiſes in vaine, 

and finding that nevther perſwaſion, charme, noz any man 
| ner of coniuration, was able to remone the wicked ſpyzite 
/ _ from her, his laſt helpe was, hee gaue her a gliſter of holie 
f; Water, the which hee had no ſooner put vp into her bodie, 
[ but the deuil immediatly fozſooke her, hat the atter became 
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a moſt Catholique veſſell, and was able to reaſon ſo pꝛo⸗ 
foundly in that Religion, that but with a little blaſt of her 
back ſide, ſhe wold haue made the pꝛoudeſt Pꝛoteſtant that 
1. ſtoode next her to ſtop his noſe, 

An other like miracle J am able to pꝛoteſt of mine owne 
knowledge, and this is it. There was a Gentleman that 
7 is liuing at this pꝛeſent houre, whoſe name and dwelling 
4 place if J lift J coulde deliuer: thys Gentleman had beenc | 
4 married full out tenne yeeres, during which ſpace he neuer 
i had iſſue, although both himſelfe and his wife were very de⸗ | 
firous to haue chyldzen. But it fell out that a holy Father a | 
Ieſuite was pꝛiuilp harboured in thys Gentlemans houſe, 
who ſeeing the Gentle woman to be a luſty and well lyking 
wench to beare chyldzen, did miniſter vnto her the holy ſa⸗ 
trament ot extreme vnction, anopling her partes of genera- 

N tion with holy ople, and laping the ligne of the croſſe ouer 
4 her as the lay on her bed, and thys Gentle woman foz thꝛee | 
18 veeres together that thys holy father lay in her houle, had e- 
uery yeere a childe: and therſoꝛe moſt happy may thoſe — 
ple thinke themſe lues, that doth retaine and foſter ſuch 
gueſtes nowe in theſe dangerous tymes, if it were but to 
baue they2 Wiues hallowed, and to be made holy veſſels, 

But if J ſhoulde heere enlarge further, what miracles 
hath beene wzonght, by Holic Water, Holy Candles, Holy 
Aſhes, Holy Oyles, Holie Lambes, and many other holy | 
Reltques, I knewe JI choulde minitter ſo much contentment 
to your man as the 17 would make you hartily fo 


laugh. * 
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» © @y2 ſayde J, your my2acles are ſtrange, aus thev may 
be true, but yet;J am ol opinion, that foꝛ the caſting out of di⸗ 
nelles, the name of Cod is of greater authoatie, than a 
whole tubbe full of haly water, and fo2 a woman to be made 
fruitefull in childzen, is like wiſe the bleſſing of God, and 3 
doo thinke that foꝛ the attaynment of any thing that is good, 
it is rather to be reque ſted in the name of the Creatoꝛ, then 
otherwiſe to be ſought foz,by the meanes of the creature, 
The other aunſweredagaine , but men that bee of your 
Religion, are not able to laoke into they owne erro2s : foz 
if they were not wilfully blinde, they ſhould finde it in com- 
mon experience , that hee that will looke to pzeuaile in hys 
(utes , ſhall ſoner bee diſpatched: by the mediation of the 
Sains, than if he pꝛeſumed to pꝛeferte his cauſe to GOD 
himſelfe, and ſhould finde moze grace by the meanes of the 
creature , then if he requeſted in the name of the Creatoz : 
and becauſe J would bee glad to confirmepou the better, 1 
will ſpewe you you an example, 
| ... Adniitte nowe that your ſelfe were ina Pzinces Court, 
and had ſome ſute,that might not onely concerne your own, 
but that it ſtretcheth ſo farre, as to the aduauncement of 
Gods glo2y,the pzofite of the Pzince, and the generall bene- 
fite of the tohole Countrey.' Pon are nowe to pzeferre thys 
ſute : what, will yon gos to the Pzince himſelfe + (who in 
this place repzceſenteth God) why you ſhall attende a longe 
while befoze you ſhall came to his pꝛeſente, and then, al- 
though he be milde, affable, gratious, and full of clemencie, 
| and in drede with as many royall vertues as appertayneth 
to a godly Pzince, yet he will turne pou of to fome one graue 
Counſailer , oz fome other great perſonage that is about 
him, to loke info your cauſe and to conſtycy of it: ( who in 
this place doth repꝛeſent the holy Sainas, which muſt bee 
pour Pediatoz : ) Now this Counſapier is ſo troubled with 
ſomany other attapzes, and ſuch bufines of great impoz- 
tance, that he hath no lepſare in the wozib to remember you : 
then malt you ply his Secretary, oz ſome other that is nere 
about him, and pon come to him ( whith your cappe yer 
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bund and inive conrcelie)anviay; 3beſiap0a Sx; remem⸗ 
ber my ſute to your! Maiſter, J haue lyen-long bcere, and J 
haue ſpent all that q amable ta make, and 3 may you pz 
euen fo; Chuſtes ike, anvfo the tender mercy.of God, get 
me an aunſwyre : ( here you come in the name of the Crea- 
toꝛ :) Nawe fir; J will foꝛ example ſake )anake my (clfe an 
aduerſe againſt you, and } will come to the (aine par tie, and 
ſay onto bun, Dys,” A vnderſtand that ſuch a dne (meaning 
you; hath pꝛeſented ſuch a ſute, and J beſeech you Sy2,cuen 
as you loue an hundzeth Angela, (I come hec te in the name 
of the creature)pzocure me pour Mayſters lets againſt him, 
and let mæ haue vour alũiſtance fo2 the ſtap of. his ſute: tell 
mee nowe your owne conſcience, will nat theſe viſible erea- 
tures, gliſtering in this mans eyes, wozke aquicker expedi- 
tion, than the bare name of your inuiſibie Creato: but ſoun- 
ding in his eares 2 Jam ſure vou will neuer make queſtion 
of the matter: fo2 the very pꝛeſente of an hundzeth angels 
but loking him in the face, will make him to enter into any 
attempt, vea. and ſometimes to abuſe his Maiſter, be he ne- 
uer ſo wiſe, be he ncuer ſo graue, oꝛ be he neuer ſo honozable, 
and to make him by his infozmation perhappes to: comm. 


ſome erroꝛ. 


OY: ( daide J)if the matter were wozth the reaſoning, X 
could eaſily aunf were your fond compariſons, hut Jam not 
diſpoſed to argue of theſe matters. wil therfoze let them reſt 
with this concluſion, that God is Gon. and onely gon, men 
are men, t no man without fault,noz fre from offence. This 
is very true{anſwered Richard) q the Vicar of aur pariſh in 
a Hermon that he made on Midlent Sunday, dis ſpeake ſo 
much in Latine and ſayde, Nemo ſine briberi viuit: Jres 
member his woꝛds well enough, and bzought ſomuchofhys 
Sermon away, 

Richard had no toner thus added his finatiue concluſion, 
but we might ſodainly heare a loud « pitteous ſkrike, which 
by the ſhatines of the noiſe, ſeemed to be ſome womans voice, 
that was put into ſome feare, 02 offered ſame vyolence ; and 
beading both our eyes and our ſteppes, towardes the place 
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from whence the noite reſounded to dur eares, we might ſeæ a 
woman haſtily comming to watds vs, with a truſſe oz fardle 
vnder hor arme, ta hom q ſaive 3 Cm woman, it (cemeth 
vou ſholo be diſtreſſed, although Jknow not foz what cauſe, 
1 matter of this your haſty flight ? Alas 
fir,(fard ſhe)as Jwas frauelling towards hell, with certaine 
wares that J hane heere in my ſardle, which J am ſent with- 
all to ſhewe them to Proſerpina : faſt by here in the high 
way, there encountered with mee the moſt defozmed and 
vll tauoured Monſter, that euer J did ſctte mpne epes 
on, whole ongly countenaunce dyd ſo afright mee , that 
it maketh mee in this loꝛt to retyꝛe, not daring to holde 
on mp courſe. 

J pꝛay thee godwile(ſaide 3) what wares ſhould they be, 
that thou art carrying to hell? oz doſt thou carry them to 
fell ? oꝛ be they ſent as a pꝛeſent: 7 

Sp: lade ſher, J haue heere Perewigs of the newe 
turle, Roules, and other atlyꝛes foz the hrade of the new 
faſhion, Ruffes of the newe ſctte', | newe Cuttes, newe 
Stitches, newe gardes, newe mbzopders , newe*de- 
upſed French Uerdingales, newe French bodyes, newe 
bumbaſting , newe bolſtering, newe vnderlapings, and 
twentie newe deupſes moze thay J haue nowe ſpoken 
of, which J am tarrping to hell amongeſt the Ladyes 
and Oentle women that are there, who when they ly- 
ned in the woꝛlde woulde let ſlippe no faſhion : and J am 
ſure no we they bee there, would be right glad ofthe faſhions 
nows in ule, both to lte tem and to baum them,” 
In god faith ſaid J) they be wares fit fo; ſachcuſtoniers, 
foz-from tell they came, and thether they will, there they 
were firſfveniſed, and therefv2e fitteſt to ſerue that Market. 

Nou are mich deteyued ſir ſayd ſhe): fp2 Jhane faſhions 
heere that neut a Lady noz Gentlewongn that is in hell, 
euer . un ntuer a ——— 
ſtrumpet in the woꝛtd, did cuer wearr —_ 
fled by art, ſuch roules of hayzeper 
oe poop brute ill on 
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to pinne them in the faſhion, that (alas pooze women ). ther 
are faine ta take great paynes fo — the diuell: but I be⸗ 
ſcech you Gentlemen, if vour occaſions be not the greater, do 
| ſamuchaa conduc mee a lytttle part of the way, tyll I bes 
I paſt this ill fauoured Ponſter that bath ſa affright me. We 
vecihing to her requeſt, had not gone farre but we might diſ⸗ 
cernea mot -defozmed creature , with a monſtraus pay;e of 
| hoꝛnes, growing from the vppermoſt part of his Foꝛe head, 
| the tippes whereof turned raund into his eyes,and growing 
Ih there agapne into his head, had made him ſtarke blinde. that 
4 be had no manner of ſight; Dur Companion ſo |confidently 
# perſwaded in the vertue of his holy Cand'e, that he thonght 
5 no ſpirite was able ta hurt him, ſtepping foꝛ ward ſayde, In 
$- nomine Patris, whatart thou that walkeſt in this ſoꝛt, thus 
diſturbing the High wapes. | | 
The other aunſ{wered, What I am thou mayſt ſee very 
well, but howe J came to bee thus perplexed, that thou mul} 
vaderſtand by a further.cyzcumſtaunce, Knowe then that J 
was a Myller, ſametimes dwelling in kent, where 3 kept a 
Pill, which(as it ſedome tymes wanted water, ſo at no 
time it wanted griff)fo2 that it had the tuſtome of the Coun⸗ 
trey, at the lea ſt flue 02 ſix myles about ; It foztuned that a 
very wealthy and ſubſtantial Farmer,dwelling two oz thze 
miles fro me, ſent a facke of Caꝛne to my Mill by his daughs 
ter, which came on hoz{e;backe to haue her coane grownd, 
intending to haue gone hacke againe with it befaze might : 
which might very well haue beene done, ſauing that wen 
Myllers are tyed to this cuſtome,which is, when any young 
women dooth foztune thus ta came to the Pill, wee vſe as 
well to take toule of tbemielues, as of their ſackes;: and Iz 
fixing mine eyes vpon the wench, ſteing her to he a very han⸗ 
foine young Paydan, not aboue ninetæne oz tantie veres 
of age, was very loath to let her eſcam toule+ freer; auttheres 
foze (et.downe a plot hoe J wry yoo ye with our 
tuſtome: the which J tould nat by any meanes perk 
ee e eee, 
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put my Pyll.out of and ſpent all the after none in 
repay2ing and trimming of my Pyll, and bzought her cone 
tothe hopper, whe the ſo far paſſed, that-it was not 


poſſible it could bee growna off, tyll it were very late in the 
night ;' But the voung Payden ſeeing her Cozne vppon the 
Pyli, and deſirous to haue it home with her, ſtayed with the 
better wilt, the which being once grownd off, notwithſtand- 
ing the euening was very farre ſpent, pet thee woulde haue 
departed home: but J, pꝛetending much god will to her Fa- 
ther, tolde her that if a dogge of her Fathers, were in my 
houſe at this time of the night, J would not ſhutte him fozth 
of the doꝛes fo his Paiſters ſake, much leſſe your Fathers 
daughter : wherefoze 3 will intreate pou to ſtap this night 
in my houſe , and vou hall haue a homely bed, and a cleane 
paire of ſheetes , with ſuch fare as J hope ſhall content you, 
and foz your hozte,hee ſhall lkewiſe bee turned into a good 
paſture faſt by my Mill, and in the moꝛning all things fyall 
be ready fo2 you to depart ſoſone as yau pleaſe, 

- Themaiden being well perſwaded by my faire (ſpeeches, 
fremedcontent,and J went to my wiſe, + tolde her that fo: as 
much as my ul had beene out of temper all the day, à mult 
ſit vppe all night to grinde, willing her further to make ready 
a ſpare Chamber, foz the young Maiden my Neighbours 
daughter: who had ſtayed ſo long fo2 the grinding of her 
Coane, that it was t late foz her to goe home, 4 willed her, 
tu better our ſupper with a canon 92 a dich of chickins, as ſhe 


her ſelle thought good; But my wife, who many tunes be⸗ 


foze had taken the true meaſure of wy foote , and had picked 
out at her fingers endes the whole dzift of my p2etence, 
winking a little with ove of her eyes, aunſwered fnothly, 
Vul band all ali be done as you haue willed ; c although I 
had berue ſufficiently inſtrused in this obde Axiome, which 
ſayth, FT aſt rotanoldequeane; if the once begins to-winke : 

pet bywy wives (nothdencanure, J was free from all ſuſ- 
pition, and contemplating uy ſelſe in hope of my nights hap- 
pineſſe, I neuer had teyſure to-bethinke me of any pꝛecpts of 


* but my wile * made all things ready, 
3 and 
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; wo bg er i her Chamber a any ate 
” _  watchallnight, that J might bes ready in the moꝛning to 
N ſerue my cuſtomers accoꝛ ding to my pꝛomile: and thus lea⸗ 
ning them twayne together, J departed about my buſines; 
but, my wife that had concejued the very depth of my deuiley 
lodged the mayde in her owne bed, and bauing but one other | 
f Chamber, which Jalwayes reſerued fo a friend, and where 
1 I thought the mayde ſhould haue bene placed, there my 
F wife lily & cunningly lodged her ſelle: but J that was moze 
. doubtfull of mine own foztune, than ſuſpicivus of my wiues 
K p2actiſe, perceyuing euery body to bee in bedde, did thinks 
it nowe high time to make tryall of my pꝛetence, and con · 
ueping my ſelfe featly into the Chamber, and then comming 
to the bedde ſide ( with a ſoff andlowe voptce) 3 beganne to 
perſwade thys young" Payden (as J had thought) that ſhe: 
ſhoulde not ſtande in doubt dz feare of him who! was come 
vnto her onely foz good will, whom loue and liking had 
made bolde and hardie , to requeſt ſome curteſie and kinds 
neſſe at her handes , and heere-withall, thzowing one of 
mine armes ouer her, J 1 after her lyppes, 
and to haue beſtowed of her a louing 
But my wife, whoſe-cutining had ſerued ber do traine 
me into this miſtaking, could te li howe to be haue her teilte in 
the ref, to confirme mee in mine erroꝛ: fo2, although ſhe 
would render me no manner of ſpeeches, whereby J might 
diſcouer her by her voice, yet in the reſt of her demeanure ſhe 
counterfeited ſo tunningly, ſuch a kind of maydenly nycigie, 
that a man would rather haue taken her ſoz ſome young ig ⸗ 
nozant puny, that had neuer dealt the cardes;than fo an old: 
beaten gamſter, that kne we well enough howe to make the 
| ſtakes: foz although ſhee knewe what it was whcreat Iles: 
' uelled, and was molt deſirous to haue had me hit the marke, 
pet the delayed mee off with a counterfeit kinde of ftrining,: 
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and Would neuer ptelde, tyll ſteming foꝛ want of bꝛeath thee 
was not able to reſiſt, and then panting (as it were to take 
the apze) ſhee ſeemed ta g ouertome as it were) by fozce: 
and IJ; fhat was not able to diſterne of Cats in the 
darke, but that they were all gray, feaſted my ſelfe with a 
fuiſome repaſt, in ſteede of a dayntie dich, fo2 blinde con- 
teit had gynen mee an appetite to ferde on that byet, which 
if J had ſcene, woulde quick!y haue cloyed my ſtomacke: 
but hauing well ſatiſ; led my ſelfe, and that 3 was now 
at lepſure to looke into mine owne foztune, and conſt- 
dering what perrill might enſue fo; a little pleaſure paſt; 
if the weneh ſhoulde foꝛtune to e of that one 
nights lodging foꝛtie werkes after, the which would not 
onely redounde to my great ſhame and rep2och, but lyke 
enough to fall out to my wzacke and vtter vndwing, her 
Father beeing an able and wealthye man, that woulde 
not let to ſæke renenge ; to pzeuent theſe and other mul 
chiefes, J did bethinke me of this denile, 
J had a luſty young fellowe to my man, called Rafe, 
about the age of foure oz flue and twentie peeres, whom 
J had left to ſ& to my Pyll nowe in myne abſence; this 
| Companion J knewe woulde be pat foz my purpoſe, and 
one J was ſure that woulde neuer flynch, to ſpende bys 
fir pence at his d2inke 02 his dꝛabbe: and calling to minde 
an olde p2eſident , dzawne from one of myne owne coate, 3 
meane, from the Miller that had taught ys man to counter 
keit ſo long, tyll hee was hanged vp in hys ayſters rome, 
I determined with my ſelle like wiſe, to make mine own 
man the inſtrument that ſhould ſtand betweene mee and 
Beere - uppon fayning an occaſion to goe looke fo my 
Mill, and taking my leaue fo2 the inſtant with a kiſſe, 
came where my man was, and queſtioning with him 
of many idle matters, amongſt the reſt I demaunded of him 
bow he lyked of the young mapden? 
„Mary Mapſter (ſayde hee) J doo lyke ſo well of her, 


gat J would thinks it a moſ dame turns in men of 
| 0 
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orcripation, if all the diuelles of hell were ſuch as the is, 
s that do vſe to goe to hea⸗ 
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our 
becanſe there are very few 
nen: and then if hell were no furniſhed than with 
ſach,J woldnot care if J did fake ney thekher- wards 
to mozrowe ſo ſoone as it were day, 
Why Rafe (ſapd J) thou knoweſt where che lpeth in the 
& guelt Chamber, 4 what wilt thou giue me if J turne ther in 
[ to her, and gine thee inftruction howe thou ſhalt'behaue thy 
1 ſelfe , that ſhee ſhall not refuſe to render tourteſte foz thy 
4 kindneſſe. J coulde ſcarce make an ende of my wozdes, but 
Y my man, as if he had ſtayed too long, haſtily aunſwered. 
| Paiſter, J haue nothing in the wozld, but a ſhe pe and a 

Lambe, which (as you knowe) do goe in the Pill cloſe, per⸗ 
fourme your woꝛds, and I will gine von them both, and that 
with all my heart. 
Jreiopcing in mine owne conceit, to thinke howe kindly 
I had coſonedmy man, would nerdes clappe handes wyth 
| him foz the better confirmance of the bargaine { the which 
beeing thus agreede on betweene vs, J wylled him to goe in⸗ 
to the Chamber, and without any feare fo get to the mapdes 
bed, and there to vſe no manner of ſpa thes, but to wozke all 
his enterpꝛiſes, but onely by dumbe perſwaſſons. 

But will you ſee howe cunning was heere caught in his | 
owe nette: J had thought fo haue tooſoned my man, but he 
kiſt me kindly foz my acquaintance, and acto wing as I had 
direded him into the Chamber he went, where my wile in | 
the darke could no better diſcerne betweene me and wy man, 
than J was able befoze to iudge betweene her and the maid: 
but he,vſing no woꝛdes betauſe had ſo inſtruaed him and 
the fozbearing to ſpeake foz marring her owne Market, but 
thus in ſplence betweene them, J was coſoned- on both 
ſides, foz they agrede ſo well together, that J thinks they 
[4 were loath to part, foz my man feemed to like fo well of hys | 
entertaynment,that the dap was ready to bzeake, befoze hee 
would leaue his game. y wife on the other ſide, in condi- 
tion like vnto thoſe, that when they haue ſped well, cannot 


kœpe their owne counſaile: ſhee gat her ſelfe vp W 
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after, and then calling the young maiden, iuho had flept qui- 
etly all night, knowing nothing how matters had paſſed a- 
mangſt vs, and the day light being by this time a little clea- 
red vp, between my mana I we ſette her vpon her hozſe, 
with hor ſacke ol meale vnder her: and ſhe gyuing me harty 
a her Fathers 


Pere beganne Rafe and I againe to recreate our ſelues 
with the remembzance of our nights pleaſure, I ſmild in my 
flue to think how J had coſoned my man: my man laughs 
ed to remember how he had deceiued the maide: and being 
thus together in the muſt of our (pozts, in comes my Mile, 
ſerming by her countenaunce to be as merry as the best, and 
taking me by the hand, che p;ayed me to goe in with her, J 
thinking ſhe had ſomewhat to (ay, comming into the houſe, 
thee had p2ouived foz my bzeakefaſt a warme taudle dainti- 
lie made, with a couple of Chickins roſted, and ſtode hote 
vppon the Table, J that ſawe this extrao2dinary diet,mer- 
nailing what conceits was gotte into her head: aſked her 
what myght be the cauſe of thys ber ſuddaine kindneſle : ſhe 
that lokt me in the face as wantonly as if ſhe had come lates 
- ly wherethefrolike had runne rounde about the houſe, aun⸗ 

ſwered me thus. 

35y2 lady huſhand you have taken paynes to night, and 
I perceive you are not yet (0 farre auer ſpent, but that you 
are wozth the cheriſhing ; you haue deſerued a better bzeak- 
faſt then thys ; fo2 be that hath watcht as you haue done all 
night, had neede be well comfozted in the mozning. @heſe 
ſuſpicious woꝛds thus delinered by my wife , bzought mee 
well neere into the fitte of an Ague: ones ere gr to 
be better (atiſ-fied in her meaning, J 

 Andwhat paynes haue J taken thys night, moꝛe then J 
bane doone at other tymes ? J haue watched manie a night 
befoze thys, when Ifound no ſuch kindnes at your hande in 


the mozning. 
.. *-Yuſband (ſain ſhee) how ſo ener you haue watched in 
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no leſſe then a conifoztable reſtd2atine;and-inft«@dof Potato | 
rootes; I have madeyou'awarmeCauvle next your hart; 
| be not aſhamed mani of that doons, foz it was 

3 that ſupplyed the young wene to night in the guelt 
1 Chamber, and it was pen that tame thether and playde the 
p2opper mau. But I thinke huſband, how ſoeuer you haue 
ouer-reached me befoze, J haue cryed quittante with you 
to night And nowe comfozt-your ſelfe whillt your meate 
e your ſfomakeand fall to your bzeaks 
fa 84 
is I that was notable with pa tience to endure her wo2ds, 
[+ burſting out in choller, ſaide. The deuill take thee and thy 
* b:eakefaft, foz thou haſt giuen me a bzeakfaft and a dynner 
0 to, that will ſtick in my ſtomacke whilſt 4 tine, And going | 
my way in this chafe into my Pyll, where my man pereet- 
ning my luddaine palſion, demaunded of me the cauſe of my 
vnquietnes?! Uilaine (aid J) thy ſelte art the cauſe why J 
am thus perplexed, foz'thon haſt: lytie with my Wife: J 
Maiſter (ſapd he) deteiutd, and J pꝛoteſt I 
would not do pouſd — much hene wen 
fillthe ufer © 090104)/5 10 6+ 
Chou halt done it (fayd J) foz the 9 
| and it was ſhe that did lye to night in the outer Chamber in | 
ml the-young wenches roome. That was moꝛe then J knew of 
| (fayd my man) but ſith it was ſo, J will haue 'my'Sheope 
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and my Lame againe, foz the tatgaine was betweene vs, 
that vou ſhould hane ſent me in to the Maide, 1 ee 
thys condition, pꝛomiſed porn my Sheepe t mp Lambe 
fith pou haue bꝛoke your pꝛomiſe, by Saint ma J will not 
ſtand to my bargaine 
Theſe ſpeeches of thys varlet,dyd A" and grieut 
me then befoze : and yet J wiſt not how J ſhould be reuen⸗ 
ged, no2 better remedy could J deuiſe, but after J had freas 
ted my fill, J commaunded the naue to take his ſherpe and 
his Lambe, and pzeſently to getie him out of my ſernice,noz 
neuer after to tame within my deze 15 op oper 
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TChrs gaule of griete continually fretting and gnawing 
in my conſcience, wyght haue beene thought a ſufficient pus 
niſhment though Rigore bymleife.had p;onounced the len- 
tence: but my terreſtiall penaunce not enough to appeaſe 
the angry Goddes, they haue decreed thys ſmall concluſion; 
that as J was the authoz of myne owne harmes by myns 
owne blindneſſe, ſo mine owne hoznes ſhall foz cuermoze 
fo grow in myne owne light, that beeing not able to diſcerne 
which way oz how to directiny ſteppes, I ſhould wander in 
this ſolitary place, bereft of all other ſocietie, and ſo to conti⸗ 
nue wozid without end. 

The Moman that ſtode by all thys whyle, and had avs 
| nen attentiue eare to thys diſcourſe, ſtriken as it ſhold ſee 
into ſome remozſe, vpon what conſideration J know not but 
thus ſhe ſapd. 

Alas pooze Pyller, if thy puniſhment be. ſo greeuous 
ſoz a (mall eſcape ignozantly committed, woe is mee to 
be-thinke what hall betide to an infinite number pare dais 
lie infeded with thys common calamitie, this ho2ne-plague 
J meane, the generall ſicknes of our time: a maladie that 
bath ſo much infeced both Citty, Towne, and Country,that 
there are few places free, which are not ſpiced heere r there, 
with this fozked generation: amongſt the which there be a 
number ofhoneft Gentlemen, ſome of them my verie good 
freends and cuſtomers, whoſe hoznes doth hang fo much in 
they: own lights ,that-they are well contented to ſuffer they 
wiues to pꝛanke themſclues vp in euerx new n, whersy 
by to ſet thẽſelues to ſale, 4 to make open ſhow how lightly 
they are diſpoſed: but the hozne-plague ſhal neuer depart his 
houſe, that hath his wife ſo gariſhly inclined. | 
But alas foꝛ pitty, what ſhall, become of a munber of 
kind harted Witteles, that will not onely be contented! to 
hoode : winke themſelues from the yz Wincs adulteries, 
but alſo to become Bawdes and Bꝛokers, yea and ſome» 
times will not ſticke to keeps the danes, whilſt their — 
n. Ne * n emen 
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1 Wer nfrm/r1 0h rpragan antowan \remozſe, foz | 
5 theſe be the dor line by, fas what ſwoulde J doe 
with my ne if chere wert not as lycenci- 
| Tn Heaton whe ſhould they deck them · 
| ſelues ſo Cuttilon-tike to the die iu of the woald, but to ma · 
4 nj her unchallopptites, that hey wnght he the ware 
| deſired of men. 
| The woman hay no ſoaner ended theſe bat dhe 
as ſuddainlp bur it out into ſuch a vehement » that 
foz the time, ſhe was notable fo deliver a wo: 1 _ 
end, with much a doe, recouering the die or her tongus, her 
ſayd: Now truely. J cannot chuſe but laugh to think of my | 
. hul bande, howe ill kauoured he will locke with ſuch a pay2e 
# erer ee bzowes as thys Pyller hath 
N We that ſfoode vy, and were moze mindfall to fee an 
5 end of our trauailes then diſpoſed to pzolong the time inadte- 
it nes: J afked of the Miller it he did knowe whereabouts the 
4 place of Purgatozy-was, oz if he could giue vs any direction 
Ai which way we myght gette thither, he anſwered thus. 
1 My good Freendes, what ſocuer vou be, you hall vn- 
[| derſtande, that thirtie yeeres and odde art 


already ouer paſ⸗ 
1 ſed ſith J frſt frequented theſe infernall pathes, in which 
{7 meane ſpace, though I haue not been able to diſcerne mine 
| owne footeſteppes, yet by the repozts-of ſundꝛp trauailers 


that hath pale theld mates, A pats learned thus much con- | 
cerning 


i Purgato . 

þ The pevns tat were th firſt founders of the place, 
* were not d, but like as the Owie which tan⸗ 
not abide Sunne, flpethcuermoze in p night, | 
( 


fo thoſe men, notableto endure that excellent bzightneſſe 

which is the onelp'true light to euery perfect vnderſtanding, 
framing all they; in obſcuritic anddarknefſe, a- 
mongſt other i „ Woulde needes take vppon 
them the bailbing of Prgatozie, The place where they 
bad ſeatedit, was ſo dbſchred with fach fogges and filthy 


myltes, that no man that had the perfect bie of bys _ 
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was euer able to findthe fitnation. The foundation wheron 
it was layd, was yes and foliſh fantaſies , the reit of the 
vppor buildings, was dꝛeames and doting deuiſes. All the 
whole edifice, was of ſuch lpght and rotten ſtuffe, that after 
they had brenetwo oz thzwe hundzed peeres patching x pee- 
cing it together, a pooze fillp Swaine naked and thꝛed bare, 
called T ructh, blowing againft the building but with a little 
blaſt of bxeath;thegale was of ſach fozce againſt it, that the 
whole matter x ſubMance, together with the Founders, Pa- 
trons,Pzoco2s,P3otectozs Defenders, were al blown im⸗ 
mediatiy into Hell: fo that who ſoeuer he be that ſteketh foz 
Purgatozy, there hee ſhall be ſure to ſinde it: and fo2 theſe 
thirty yecres that Jhane wandꝛed in theſe places, there ne⸗ 
uer tame any to enquire after it but madde men and foles, 
pv then ſayd J (to our companion that ſtode by with 
hys Candte,) I perceine you had ſome reaſon to bing light 
with you when you came to ſeeke Purgatozy, ith the place 
is (o darke and ſo daintie to be found. But nowe you know 
aſſaredly where yon may nde it, your Candle will ſtand 
you in ſome ſteede to light vou to Mell. 

Ver bꝛeaking out into ſundꝛy paſſions , ſome - times ra- 
ging againſt the Pyller, ſaping that he was but an ignoꝛant 
and a lying Meretique: then calling to his memozy the long 
tyme he had ſpent in ſeeking of Purgatoꝛp, hee beganne as 
vehemently to raple againft the Pope, and as biffterly to ex⸗ 
claime agamlt hys leſoites andSeminaries, that had pꝛomi⸗ 
ſed to infra hym in the high way to Heauen, and directlic 
ſent him the verie next way to Hell. 

In thele angry fittes hee biewe out hys Candle, and 
thꝛowing it from him, was contented to hold vs companie 
in the reſt of our idurnp. 

TWhzillk we were wandering thus together, we had not 
paced the vilkance of a furlong, but we might heare the 
lounde of a Bozne, which was blowne with ſuch ſhzulnelle, 
that the Eccho redoubled againe in the ayꝛe, and looking a- 
bout vs; we might perceiue a farre of, where one came ry- 
ding polt all in black as faſt as his hozſe was able to fling, 
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bi and with his quicke (peede immeviatly paſſing by vs, wee 
CE knewe him by his balde pate and his Coule hanging at bys 
backe, that he was a fatte ſquaddy Monke, that had beens 
well fedde in ſome Cloyſter, who with his great haſte was 
ſuddainly out of our ſights: and we had not trauailed farre, 
but we might ſee Hell gates ſtanding wide open, with a- 
boundaunce of people that were flocking out of all quarters, 
pꝛeaſing in as thicke, as if in the Terme time they were 
thꝛonging to Weſtminſter Hall. And p:eſently we might be- 
hold a cicere auoydance in the gates, anda multitude com⸗ 
ming foo2th, with Belles, with Banners, with Toꝛches, 
with Croſſes an een err ſolemne manner of 
P;oceſſion, ſinging Salue feſta des 
Wee ſtanding ſtill in a gaze as theꝝ paſſed by, ae, 
ded of one of the traine what myght be the meaning? Who 
anſwered mer that there was a Poſt newly come frõ Rome, 
with newes that the Popes Legate was hard at hand, with 
ſome great Embaſſage: and that ſolemnitie was one ly to 
entertaine hum, to ſhe w what reuerence they dyd beare to 
bys Paiſter. The thꝛonge that d was ſo exta ding, 
that we were mightily ſhouldered to and fro amongſt the 
company, but Veluet breeches t J, determining to fe what 
would follow, we took the one the other by the hand, folow⸗ 
ing inthe pꝛeaſe til at length this holy Legate was ſeene 
where he was cõming, ſo that it was not long but they met. 
The Legate 5̊ was achuffe-headed Cardinall with a paire 
of fulſome cherkes, ſtretched out like one that were — 
on a bag-pipe,alighted from his palfry, and nting him⸗ 
ſelfe befoze Lucifer who was there in place to reteiue him, he 
fel down vpon his kners, pꝛaying the Pzince of darkneſſe, to 
beſtow his fatherly benediction vpon the Popes holines, bys 
chiefe Nicar 4 Wzegerent vpon earth: the only man that he 
was eſpecially beholding vnto, who ſent him from time to | 


time whole Fillion of ſoules fo2 the increaſing of his kings 
dome: from whom Jam ſent with matters of much unpoz- 
renn. this place 
Ido nowrepzelent;. +»; 0 2 
| uciIrer 
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Luciſer lyſting vp one of hys pawes, and waging it oner 
tte Legates head, ſapd : That bleſſing that God gaue bnto 
Caine fo2 the killing of hys Bꝛother Abel, tyght vppon thy 
Maiſter and hys ſucceſours foz cuer. Then taking hym by 
the arme, he ſayd. 155 
Stand vppe, ſoz conſidering whoſe Embaſſabour thou 
art, it were an einbacing to thine eſtate, if thou ſhouldeſt 
ſhewanp ſigne ol humility 02 lowlines. Thou doſt Heere 
repꝛeſent the perfon ol Antechriſt. whoſe pꝛide coutde neuer 
pet ſurrender it ſelle to any manner of obedience, J will not 
—— p any thing be imbeiſeled, that might 
dignity from that Chayze of petilence, A 
meaue th — Sea of Rome. 
Then was there bzought ſwath a moſt ſtately Chapꝛe, | 
which was pꝛepared ofparpoſe, in which Chapꝛe Ambition | 
and Pryde haning placed the Cardinall, olde Ignorance and | 
young Obſtinacy, (the one blind, the other froward,) taking 
it vpon theyꝛ ſhoulders,as if the Pope himſelfe were carried | 
in his Ponttficalibus, and then a rich t ſumptuons Canapie 
beeing ſp2edouer him, and bo2ne by foure ſuppozters, which 
were; Idolatry, Hipocriſie, Hereſie, and Blaſphemy, thus in | 
this pompious manner (beeing placed in the Pꝛoceſſion next | 
Lucifer himſelfe) they returned to Yell, whoſe gates J no- | 
ted fo be ſo large and ſpacious, that a Pzinces Army though | 
it were martialed in any pzopoztion'of battaple, with Fyls - | 
lets, Troupes and Wiinges, might well haue marched in 
without an manner of dyſo2der: Aud although the inner 
roomes did fo.crcede in greatnes, that it paſſeth humaine 
reaſon to conceine of them aright, pet he that ſhould behold 
the aboundance of people that refozte thether daily, and the 
infinite number that are there to be ſens flocking in euerie 
co2ner therof, wold moze wonder to thinke what place could 
ſo containe them. 
Bering thus come into Hell, they went to the Chappel, 
where Pope Hildebrand the firſt founder of Traſubſtantia- 
tion was ready to ſay Maſle, the which being ended, Sa- 
than (who can in no wiſe endure the deferring of matters 
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that dooth concerne his owne eftate, went immediatly info 
the Connocation houſe, where calling about him a moſt ab- 
hominable company of Popes, Cardinals, Biſhops, Pꝛy⸗ 
92s, — tn and other Clergy men, that hath beene foz this 
foure oꝛ fine hundzed yerres, ſtill of his pꝛiuie Counſaile, the 
Legate was willed to deliuer the effec of his meſſage , who 
making hys entrance with a bzeefe Dzation, tending to the 
commendation of the Popes carefulnefle, how many ftrata- 
gemes he had endeuoured againſt Englande, Fraunce, and 
Ireland, foz the better eſtabliſhing of 
chriſt in thoſe es: and he was nowe to let them vnder⸗ 
fand, firſt foz England, Where he had thought to haue ac- 
compliſhed hys purpoſes by the meanes 9 apa and 
Scminaries, whom he ſent thether in flockes , to11;5hdzawe 
the people from they; obedience, to ſtyzre them to ſevition, 
rebellion and vp2oze : to pzactiſe treaſons againſt theyz - 
ueraigne, yea and to vndertake many hozrible enterpziſes 
againlt the perſon of he Pzince, whom God hath ſtil migh- 
tilie defended,not onely pzeſeruing her from their traiterons 
p:actiſes, but likewiſe hath ſo renealed the conſpiracies of 
the pꝛactiſers, thatfrom time to time they haut been ftill ap⸗ 
pzehended, and ſo ſent to Tyburne,fo ſay In manus tuas. 
Being therefoze exempted from all manner of hope to 
find any good ſacceſſe in theſe fozmer platfozmes , his Voli- 
neſſe craueth your Helliſh inſtructions , what courſe hee 
might now follow fv; the recouery of that Country, 
Foz Fraunce, it wouldaſke a long time here to be dyl- 
courſed, what trecheries, what treaſons, what miſchieues, 
what marthers, and what maſſacres hys Holines hath there 
from time to time effected; and although hee hath now ſtir⸗ 
red vppe hys daſſaile the King of Spayne, who hath from the 
dignitie of a magnificent P2ince, ſurrendzed hinlelfe to be⸗ 
come a llaue to the Pope, to come and goe as he ts 
him, and to be the executoz ofall his damnable deniſes, and 
bath bys foꝛces nowe in that Countrey, in the aſſiſtance of 
Traytozs and Rebels, againſt they: natur all Pzince and 
lawfull Ring: yet bes Holines can haue no alured hope 


of Ante- 
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to ſuppꝛeſſe the light of the Goſpell retayned amongſt them, 
oꝛ vtterly to ſubuert the pꝛoleſſoꝛs of it, without ſome diuel⸗ 
— deniſe, platted and contriued from this infernall pitte of 
Howe laſtly foz Ireland, if that Countrey might ſtill bee 
continued in that ſtate as it now ſtandeth, there were many 
hopes to be expected, not neceſſary in this place to bee-openly 
reuealed: foz although the naturall people of that Countrey, 
(pea euen in the moſt barbarous places) be of thẽſelues very 
zealoully-inclyned,+ without all peraduenture, would caſily 
be dzawn to the true knowledge and wozſhip of God, if they 
hadſuch a iniſter amongſt them, as might inſtruc thein, 
aſwell i wholeſome docruc, as in god example of life ; but 
the Pour ath ſo well pꝛouided foz the place, that the whole 
Country owth ſwarme with Icſuits,Semunarics, and maſſing 
Pꝛieſts, pea, and Fryers, that haue recourſe into Dublyne 
it ſelfe,and theſe do kerpe ſuch a continuall and daylie buzing 
in the poze peoples cares, that they are not onely ledde from 
all duetp and obedience of they: Pzince , but alſo dzawng 
from God by ſuperſtitions Jdolatrie , and ſo bzought heads 
long by heapes into hell: fo2 thzough the whole Countrey, 
the people are ſo confidently perſwaded in the doctryne of 
Antechriſt, that they thinke our Lozd will do nothing with⸗ 
out the mediation of our Lady, of Mary, oz of Iohn. And to 
ſpeak truly of the Clergy of that Realme,if there be one that 
ſeketh to vpholde the glozyof God, there is ten fo; that one 
that ſeeketh to vpholde the kingdome of Antechriſt; neyther 
is it to be doubted,but that there be ſome fewe,which both in 
pꝛeaching and lyuing ſheweth all ſinceritic and godlyneſſe of 
life: but there be a number of others, which neither ſay no2 
do, neither pꝛeach well, noz line well. Some other there be 
that now and chen will get vp into a Pulpit , and there they 
will ſpend an howze, chyding againſt the Pope in the courſe 
of theit , and they are no ſoner come down but they 


willdefis God himſelfe halfe a pere after, in the manner of 
they) lyuing: and this example of they; vngodly behautour, 
8 that doo beholde 


is no little cozraſſue to weake conſci 
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their wickednes. Foz what is it foza * be Par- 

ſon, be he Vicar, be he Dracon, be he Archdeacon, be he By- | 
| ſhop,be he Archbi ſhop. a let him be what he wil, if he be one | 
that will rather enden aut himſelfe to ficece his flocke than to 


feed it, that hath not ſo much care of the childꝛen of God,com- 
mitted to his charge, which he ſuffereth dayly'to periſh : as 
he hath to pꝛouyde marriages fo2 his ovon childꝛen, in-they; 
very infancie , and when they are vnder age: that dooth 
builde houſes, and purchaſe rents by corruption, exto2tion, 
and bziberte, that doth eat and dꝛinke the ſinnes of the jano- 
Is rant people daylyat his table: that will not admit of a par⸗ 
don from the Pope, vet dares not bee without ſiue 02 ſix ſe⸗ 
uerall pardons from the Pꝛinte, foz treaſon,foz murther,foz 
theft. foꝛ robbery,foz conſpy2acy, foz confederacy,foz raſyng, 
fo2 fo2ging, foz extoztion, foz b2yberte, and foz many other 
filthy matters, ſhamefull to be ſpoken off, were it not befoze 
this haggiſh aſſembly: and what though from a baſe and 
beggerly parentage, he could ſhewe himſelfe lofty in minde, 
lofty fn iokes,and lofty in all the reſt of his demeanures ; 
Would not ſuch a Pꝛelate be fit fo; the deuilles Chappell ? 
The Legat had no ſoner made an end of theſe latter wozds, 
but in comes Dick Tarlton, apparrelled like * and 
ſinging this peece ol an olde ſong. 


4 If this be trewe as true it is, 

* Ladie Ladie: I 
Fr. God ſend her life may mend the mid. = 
1 Moſt deere Ladie. 

it This ſuddaine ieſt bzought the whole company into ſuch 
N a vehement laughter, that not able agayne to make them 
* kepe ſilence, fo2 that pꝛeſent tyme they were faine fo bzeake 
14 vppe: and as Veluet breeches and J were walking arme in 
arme thꝛough the pꝛeaſe, wee foztumed ta miete with Com- 
mens, one that ſome fewe yeeres agoe, had biene a @argeant 
in London, who no ſoner eſpyed Veluet breeches, but hes 
got vp a ſire· brand, where with he gaue hym (ach a ſtroane 
ouer the ſhoulders, that the coales flewe all about the place. 
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ſuch a blowe vnder the eare, that had lyke to haue ſtryken 
him oner: with this they cloſed, and beganne to pommell 
one an other as faſt as thevꝛ fiſts coulde walke , the compa- 
ny that ſtode by beganne to cry Clubbes, Clubbes,Clubbes, 
and imme diatly they came ruſhing in about vs, wyth 
fleſh-hookes, with Coale rakes, wyth Fyze-fozckes, and 

with ſuch other furniture, as a man would haue thought 

were all come out of a Kytchin : and wyth ſome little a⸗doe 

they parted the fray, and the partyes were pzeſently by 

tho Dfficers bzought befoze Lucifer, and J beeing a 
ſtraunger in the place, was lykewiſe carryed with them 

foz company : where Commens becing charged to bee 

the firſt Authour of the bzoplc , in his owne ercuſe ren⸗ 

dzed this reaſon, | 

I was (ſayde her) ſometimes an Otficer vnder the 

Sheriffes of London, and being fede by a Towns man to 

arreſt Veluet breeches, J was bzought vnto him where her 

was in a Barbers ſhoppe, ſitting with a Walon befoze hym, 
Full of ſopie water, where with the Barber was rubbing hys 
cherkes, and daſhing of hym about the lippes, and J ſeging 
hym thus in trymming, thought of curteſie to ſoꝛbe are the 
dooing of myne offpce, tyll the Barbar had ended his bu⸗ 
ſineſſe, and ſetting my (elfe downe without any woꝛde 
ſpeaking, Veluet breeches by chaunce eſpying my Mace 
vnder my Gowne , ſuſpecting a-ryght the cauſe of my 
comming, ſuddapnelie ( befoze J was a- ware of hym 
thzewe all the water ſo directly in my face, that the 
Sope getting into myne epes, did ſo ſmart and gricue 
mee, that foz my life J was not able to holde them o⸗ 
pen: But whilſt J ſtoode ſtarke blinde foz the tyme, 
wyping and rubbing of myne eyes, Veluct breeches 
packt himſelfe out of the dozes, that 3 could neuer after 
come where hee was tyll thys pꝛeſent, and J vowed then 
to bee reuenged of him the next time that euer J ſawe him: 
and-J amnowto traue the pꝛiuiledge of the place,fo2 it is di⸗ 
realy againſt our auncient cuſtome, that there ſhould be any 
quarrels oz controuerſies taken 9 here, oz that u 
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Is Greenes newes 
} be found any peace-makers in hell: with this the whole mul⸗ 
h ttitude began to growe into an vpꝛoꝛe, and they fell immedi- 
f atlie to taking of parts: and firſf there ſtod vp in Commens 
behalfe,a great number ot cruell creditoꝛs, crafty Lawyers, 
Merchants, Netaplers, Sci iueners, Bzoakers, and a _ 1 
ſhameſull and fiithy company of vſurers. | 
Veluet breeches on the other ſide, he wanted no friends, 
ſoꝛ there were a great many that knew him: and thoſe that 
toke hys part, were ſwaſhers, (wearers, whoze-maiſters, 
theeues, robbers, ruffpans, ropſters, and coſoners, 
As they were growing into this commotion amongſt 
themſelues, there were gathered together an infinite num⸗ 
ber of Cony- catchers, Which came to take part with Veluet 
'F breeches : who ſeeing me to ſtand by, they beganne to growe 
8 into confuſed exclamations againſt mee , ſome ſaide; let vs 
teare the villaine in pecces,that hath w2itten ſo many bokes 
againſt vs: other lapde, let vs flep of his ſkinne, and cut the 
the ſt from his bones in ſmall gobbets, that hath ſo mani⸗ 
feſted rhe ſecrets of our trade and pzofeſſion , to the wozld ; 
ſome other ſapde, let vs cut the tongue out of his head, and 
put out both his eyes, that hath bene an enemie to the arte 
of Cony - catching, and hath ſo ſhamefully inueyed againſt the 
pzaciſes ; Then came there fozth an infinite number of wo- 
men Cony'-catchers,and they ſware they would geld me, foz 
marring theyꝛ Market, and hindering them of they? taking. 
Thus was I thꝛeatned on all ſides, euery man ſtode won⸗ 
dering at mee, no man to take my part; But Lucifer percei- 
uing the cauſe of their griefes, by the manner of their cla- 
moꝛs, & willing to appeaſe their paſſions with any puniſh- 
ment, commaunded mee pꝛeſently fo bee th:uft fo2th of hell 
gates and charging me ſo to remaine a reſtleſſe ſpirite, wan⸗ 
dering thꝛough the woꝛzld, and neuer after to make any res 
turne agayne to that place, 

Thus fo2 the waiting of bokes, J was firſt banithed fro 
Heauen fo2 my ouer much parciallitie, and nowe exiled from 
hell, ſoʒ my too much plainneſſe: J remapne now (as J haue 
i tolde you) a walking ſpyꝛite, reſtleſſe and remedileſſe to wan⸗ 

der 


both from Heauen and Hell. 


der th2ough the wozld; J woulde therefoze with my friends 
to beware howe they walke late a nights, foz J will bee the 


maddeſt Gobline, that euer bſed to walke in the Moone⸗ 
ſhine; Fo2 J will ſometimes bee a ſpirite of the Butterp, 
and J will ſo intoricate their heades , that doo frequent the 
places of my haunt, that at night they ſhall not be able to find 
the way to their beds, tyll they haue taken their firſt ſleepe 
on the floze. 

Sometimes Y will bee Robin Goodfellowe, and will 
miete with a wanton wench an a darke coꝛner, and let her 
bleſſe and croſſe her ſe lle as well as the can, J will put her in 
ſuch a bodily feare, that foz foztie wertes after, ſhee ſhall 
thinke that young bugges are crawling in her belly. 
Sometimes J will ſhew ſuch dꝛeames + vyſions to wo⸗ 
men whilſt they be flceping, that they thall make theyꝛ Huſ⸗ 
bands Cucholds when they are waking. 

Sometimes J will tranſ-fozme my ſelfe into diners 
ſhapes, and will walke though all trades, all Sci and 
all occupations, and ſome 3 will infect with the ſpirite of A- 
uarice, ſome with miſerie, ſome with deccipt and all manner 
of ſubtiltie , that they ſhall leaue no pꝛactiſe vnſought fo2, 
whereby to rake and gather pelfe, to leaue to they? hey2es, 
that the olde Pꝛouerbe might bee verified ; Happy are thoſe 
children, whoſe Fathers goe to the deuill. 

In the Tearme tune, J will be in Weſtminſter hall as 
monalt the Lawyers, whoute J will make ſo capable in the 
quyllitves of the Lawe, that they hall coſen twentie Cly⸗ 
ents ot they? copne, befoꝛe they will bꝛing one to an ende of 
hys caaſe ; and will not ſticke nowe and than to get me vp 
to the bench, amongſt the Judges themſelues, to let them faſt 
a little of the ſwertneſſe of coꝛruption. 

Pou map eaſily thinke that J meane to frequent the 
Court, where J will oppoſe my ſelte a pꝛoleſſed enemie a⸗ 
gainſt Good deſart, and let him come thether and plcave his 
many pxrcs ſeruice in the warres: let him ſhew his wounds 
and maymes, gotten in his Countreys defence: let hun figs 
nifie his time and patrynony ſpent yt Wzincesquarrell, 
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